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1 Introduction

The aim of this Call for proposals is to support transnational research and/or innovation projects that help
cities tackle urban challenges and transition towards a climate neutral and resilient future for all. Projects
should contribute to one or more of the three Transition Pathways: the 15-minute City (15mC), Circular
Urban Economies (CUE), and Positive Energy Districts (PED). These pathways provide a holistic and
systemic approach to tackling urban challenges, fostering innovation and enabling cities to implement
sustainable solutions.

It is the fifth Call of the DUT Partnership co-funded by the European Commissi
Europe framework programme.

C) under the Horizon

The projects selected within this Call will be funded directly by nationa
the following countries: [INSERT COUNTRIES HERE]

Funding Agencies from

Each proposal must involve, at least, three partners from three ries on this at are eligible for

rs must be from

Out of the countries listed above, only Funding Agencies fro ing countries are eligible for EU
Co-Fund (EU Member States and Associated Countries to Hori rope): [INSERT COUNTRIES
HERE]

The Call welcomes cross-sector collaboratio adopt co-creative approaches
involving stakeholders such as local communit and the private sector,
particularly SMEs, from the early stage of the p icipation of a municipality or local
authority in the project consortium is mandator 2e S¢ . ansnational eligibility rules).
Applicants are invited to consid ification of the project goals

This call puts an extra e i i projects targeted at demonstrating, scaling, and

uptake of innovative sq in citi bourhoods, and in terms of interdisciplinary

. pics of the Call, rules for participation and
roject implementation.

ory templates to use when applying, link to the submission

submission.
e Section 4 covers the assessment and selection procedure and presents the evaluation criteria.
e Finally, section 5 describes the implementation of the project regarding the consortium
agreement, project monitoring and programme activities.

1.2 Background to urban challenges addressed through the DUT
Partnership
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Cities and urban areas are the nexus for the transformations required if the European Union (EU) is to
achieve the targets of the European Green Deal (EGD) and to fulfil commitments related to the United
Nations (UN)" Agenda 2030 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), UN-Habitat’s New Urban Agenda, the
EU Agenda for Cities, the Urban Agenda for the European Union, and the Paris Agreement (COP21).
Additionally, they play a crucial role in the implementation of the Horizon Europe Mission on Climate-
Neutral and Smart Cities (EU Cities Mission) and the New European Bauhaus (NEB) initiative.

The DUT Partnership aims to address these challenges with an integrated approach to offer decision
makers in public authorities including municipalities, companies including SMEs and, more generally,
society, solutions to enact and enable necessary urban transformations. Furthermore, the DUT
Partnership, through research and innovation (R&I) projects, aims to developkills and tools (including
technology) that facilitate urban change, boost urgently needed urban transformations, and bring existing
and new knowledge and evidence into action.

The DUT Partnership accelerates urban transitions through three thematic areas - known as Transition
Pathways (TPs), which focus on key dimensions of urban transitions: urban mobility (the 15-minute City
Transition Pathway (15mC TP)), urban energy (the Positive Energy Districts Transition Pathway (PED
TP)), and urban resources and greening (the Circular Urban Economies Transition Pathway (CUE TP)).
While each TP has its distinct thematic focus, they function as interconnected sub-programmes, ensuring
that urban transitions are approached in a comprehensive and integrated manner.

e The 15-minute City Transition Pathway (15mC TP) addresses challenges of urban mobility,
logistics, public space and proximity-based policies to promote implementation of climate neutral,
resilient neighbourhoods for all. It draws on research and innovation projects to showcase a diverse
mosaic of approaches that drive mobility transitions. The 15mC TP aims to enable analysis,
development and testing of ideas, tools and innovations for 15-minute cities within co-creative and
transdisciplinary settings.

e The Circular Urban Economies Transition Pathway (CUE TP) aims to foster urban places,
communities and neighbourhoods that are sustained by circular resource flows and enhance the
wellbeing of their inhabitants and ecosystems. It encourages urban planning and design characterised
by regenerative urbanism, favouring the combination of circular principles, urban greening, and equal
access to urban spaces and resources.

¢ The Positive Energy Districts Transition Pathway (PED TP) aims to develop innovative solutions
for planning, large-scale implementation, and replication of PEDs across Europe’s urban and peri-
urban areas. By combining energy efficiency, renewable energy production, and energy flexibility at
the local level, PEDs offer and contribute to affordable energy systems, affordable quality housing,
and competitive, resilient and inclusive local economies for cities through energy communities,
contributing to European goals such as the SET Plan and the EU Mission on Climate-neutral and
Smart Cities.

For the DUT Rartnership to maximise impact of European and global policies, these three TPs are to be
considered in an,integrated manner. Evidence will be created with and for city administrations,
municipalities,‘businesses ahd society, with an aim to bring forward the innovations and capacity building
needed to transform eur«seighbourhoods and urban areas into climate neutral, liveable, healthy, socially
and economically attractive and well-being places.

The DUT Partnership offers a framework for innovation, demonstration and preparation of larger scale
translation of innovative and people-centred solutions and approaches into local urban settings.
Therefore, these insights and solutions generated by the DUT Partnership might also support the Cities
Mission implementation, empowering local authorities and stakeholders with the knowledge and tools
needed to achieve the ambitious goal of delivering 100 climate-neutral and smart cities by 2030.

1.3 Available budget and funding scheme
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The total available budget for this Call is approximately EUR xx M of budget committed by the
participating Funding Agencies. Additionally, the EC will support this Call through Horizon Europe (co-
funded action DUT - Grant Agreement number 101069506) with a co-fund of up to 30% of the eligible
Funding Agency budget for the 2026, 2027 and 2028 DUT Partnership Calls.

The national/regional Funding Agencies (outlined in Annex A), which are partners of the EC grant under
the DUT Partnership project, are ineligible for funding under this Call.

Each national/regional Funding Agency will provide funds directly to their eligible beneficiaries in
accordance with the agencies’ rules and regulations.

Tables 1 and 2, provided in Annex A, give an essential overview of the nati
dedicated to this Call by each Funding Agency and of their positioning on
cross-cutting topic), research categories, organisation types, etc. that t

nd regional budgets
opics (including the
fund.

Table 3, provided in Annex A, presents the funding rules and guid
Funding Agency.

ational/regional
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2 Scope and topics of the Call for proposals

2.1 Aims, approaches and recommendations for proposals

Focus on urban areas, in the context of achieving climate neutral and resilient cities

Projects are expected to be focused on urban areas (including peri-urban areas) and their issues and
challenges. Where appropriate, they may also consider the effects and impact on other territories like
rural areas or consider urban-rural relationships, so long as the urban focus re

Cross-sector collaboration, broad involvement of stakeholders

The complex societal challenges addressed in the DUT Partnership al owledge on and insight

insight in mid- and long-term behaviour of stakeholders.

Therefore, collaboration and co-production of knowledge wi
companies and governments, advocacy groups, citizen a i ed under
the generic name of “stakeholders” below), is highly re

All projects must clearly engage stakeholders and demonst
(see the evaluation criteria in section 4.5).

eds relevant to the project goals

Stakeholders might, for example, be involve e choice of the

advising on the project and/or in carrying o

f the proposal, in the design and

hnological dynamics, and identifying leverage points for scalable
> structural conditions that shape urban development. To translate this
systemic appre i and provide a foundation for systemic urban change and leverage points,

address all or as ma ese dimensions as possible:

- Culture and values

- Governance and policy
Technologies and infrastructure
- Business models and tools

A place-based approach

Transformative change must be locally grounded to be effective. Therefore, a place-based approach is
key to DUT’s modus operandi, to ensure that the urban transition is rooted in local identities, social needs
and ecological benefits. Understood and implemented as a bottom-up strategy place-making empowers
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local actors and communities to shape both their environments and broader systemic structures.
Applicants are encouraged to acknowledge their project’s local contexts, actively engaging diverse
stakeholders to co-create on the project.

Inclusion of diversity (including gender dimension) or specific population considerations

Applicants must integrate diversity considerations in submitted proposals, as well as consider
underrepresented populations in the planned research (see also the Evaluation Criteria in section 4.5).
This includes not only diversity distribution and gender balance in the consorti mposition, but also
the inclusion of diversity perspectives and analysis in the R&I activities wh s is relevant!.

Transnational benefit

Projects should support collaboration that goes beyond individual demonstrates
sharing, operationalising and transferring of existing knowledg
mutual, transnational benefit. Clear added value of the tran
and, if relevant, the added value for national investment

Connection to earlier transnational European, natio i ocal research and innovation

actions

The projects funded in this Call are expected 4 i isti ledge and experience as achieved
in earlier relevant transnational European, I programmes, pilots, test
implementations and field labs2. In the propo i ow projects are positioned

with respect to the state-of-the-art.

In particular, projects are expected to articulate ] C e current state-of-the-art and

leverage results from previous_ormon uropean, national, regional and local R&I
initiatives, such as relevan 0 and Horizon Europe programme (including Cities
Mission calls among othe ZeroCities Pilot Cities Programme, LIFE
programme, Climate A€ a ti issi can Bauhaus, Clean Energy Transition

Partnership calls, etc.

Outputs and o ] ects, broader impacts of the proposed activity

The Call 7 C 2stablishment of potential long-term partnerships, leveraging of
existing 3 o-design between project participants and their stakeholders

hat outputs be targeted towards decision-making (including public and
unities) and innovations as broadly understood in DUT (technological,
al etc.).

The proposals are 0 present:

e how stakeholders will be engaged and contribute to the project and will be involved in the
dissemination and uptake of the results;

e their plan for broadly communicating and disseminating outputs and outcomes, to enhance
knowledge transfer of results to end users; and describe their strategy for longer-term uptake
and scaling of project outcomes;

e how project measures might support the effective implementation of related urban strategies and
action plans, e.g. Climate City Contracts for projects with an EU Mission Label.

L A project is considered diversity (or gender) relevant when it concerns individuals or specific groups of people and/or when
its findings may affect individuals or specific groups.
2This does not necessarily mean earlier projects by one of the applicants, but refers to projects and knowledge in general.

DUT Call 2026 Call Text Page 9/98


https://jpi-urbaneurope.eu/
https://netzerocities.eu/pilot-cities-programme/
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life_en
https://cinea.ec.europa.eu/programmes/life_en
https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/funding/funding-opportunities/funding-programmes-and-open-calls/horizon-europe/eu-missions-horizon-europe/adaptation-climate-change_en
https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/index_en
https://cetpartnership.eu/
https://cetpartnership.eu/

The projects are also asked to contribute to, and through their results, feed into the

dissemination and valorisation activities of the DUT Partnership (see section 5.3 - Programme

activities).

2.2 Types of research and innovation (R&I) activities to be
supported

This Call is open for proposals referring but not limited to strategic urban rese
research, urban innovation (see definitions in the table below). Different F
possibility to fund different parts of the R&I landscape. Table 1 in Anne
that will be funded by each Funding Agency.

applied urban
Agencies have the
dicates the research types

The call is open to a very wide range of scientific disciplines and t inati ifferent research

While some project aspects (purpose, intended impact, ent)
depend heavily on a project's positioning with respect to all TPs (and
all subtopics except for the crosscutting topic which is for i ojects only) are open to both the

landscape. While DUT encourages proposals a i i i approach (IOA) to maximize
real-world impact and solution uptake, applica nti
approaches is the best fit for their project, depe z urpose of their proposal:

to support projects aimed at producing
knowledge, analys ] [ g and modelling phenomena, and developing

orientation (calle ) 2s proposals mainly focused on strategic and/or
applied research;

lutions. This R&I i called IOA moving forwards) welcomes proposals mainly focused

pplied research innovation~.

< Research-oriented approach {ROA)

innovation-oriented approach {IGA,I>

‘ Strategic research Applied research Innovation ‘

Figure 1: positioning of the ROA and IOA with respect to research and innovation

Note: This figure only applies to the definitions used by the Call Secretariat (which are used to position
applications on the Expert Panels, etc.). Specific Funding Agencies may have different definitions/criteria

3 If this Call was focused on technological research and development (which is not the case), we would have been talking of
TRLs between 1 and 4 for ROA and above 4 for IOA.
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- therefore, Applicants must familiarise themselves with the National Annexes (see Annex A) of the
Funding Agencies involved in their proposal.

For proposals combining both research and innovation aspects, the project coordinator must choose the
approach that is the most relevant considering the main objective and major novelty brought about by
their project. Alignment is expected between the type of activities (ROA/IOA) and the type of partner

contribution indicated.
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Definitions of strategic research, applied research and innovation (research types)
The key characteristics of the three stages of R&I activities are defined as follows:

» “Strategic urban research” is defined as research activities driven by the desire to know,
understand, and explain how cities function and interact across domains and sectors. Strategic urban
research by this definition encompasses qualitative, as well as quantitative approaches, and examples
can be found in any academic discipline. The subject of this type of resear be a specific aspect
of a city or a city in its entirety, or even a network of related cities. Stra urban research can be
theoretical, comparative or case specific. For this research approach, rimary goal is to expand
on common knowledge about how cities function. In line with this, i a high value on traditional

» Understanding of how cities function (within the scope
achieve effective (policy) intervention. Achieving thi

be able to
referred to

can influence and interact with a city, with the purpose o ing or adapting it, in some respect.
itizens and inhabitants, and

4 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=legissum:0802_4
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For more details, see Annex C.

The following table provides some key characteristics of the two R&I approaches.

Table 1: Characteristics of the two R&I approaches

Desired impact

Advance towards answering the
questions:

e  “How do cities really function?” in a
way that can be generalised and
add to the universal body of
knowledge about cities and serve
as a foundation for future
research.

. “What works, when attemptin
improve cities?” in a way th
be generalised enough t
useful knowledge for
makers and practitio

Advance towards the development,
implementation, demonstration,
testing, ev. jion and uptake of

new products, services,
ctices and processes, with
or improving economic, social
ntal sustainability in cities.

Importance of generating
results fit for publication in
reputable academic journals

Very important

Methodological approach

Encouraged

Foundation of work on
evaluation and analysis of
empirical observations

stematic, proven approach

Required

Involvement of stakeh

lved at least @

Directly involved in the workload

Role for applying Urban Livi
Labs (see Annex D)

Encouraged

Role for p

Fits well

May fit

g factual impact (fa

f insights to an important
societal issue, production of useful,
impactful knowledge in terms of facts
and figures for stakeholders/decision
makers/practitioners

Market potential and quantitative
impact of the project or capacity to
respond to a demand or need (including
societal needs)

Interdisciplina

Encouraged

Encouraged

Academic disciplines €
in project

All welcome (especially from social sciences, arts and humanities)

Preference for qualitative and
quantitative methods

Both welcomed

Both welcomed

Background of evaluators for
project assessment

Knowledgeable researchers from universities and Research and Technology
Organisations (RTOs) with topic relevant disciplinary background and expertise,
researchers with strong experience on utilisation of research results,
representatives of companies, cities and other relevant stakeholders.

DUT Call 2026
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2.3 Call topics

The Call topic descriptions are organized under the three Transition Pathways (TPs): CUE, 15mC, and
PED. For each TP, two topics have been identified as focus areas for this year’s Call.

As urban transition challenges are inherently interconnected, proposals may address multiple topics
across one or more TPs. Therefore, DUT encourages cross-cutting projects that combine aspects from
different TPs. However, each proposal must select one primary TP topic, which is most closely aligned
with the proposal’s core focus and against which it will be evaluated. Additionally, proposals may indicate
any additional TP topics addressed, to make sure that cross-cutting aspects wil considered during the
assessment.

To further strengthen real-world impact, scaling and accelerate the upta

objectives, and to note that the
bition to maximize impact and

Innovation Oriented Approach (IOA), that best aligns with
cross-cutting topic is open for IOA proposals only, with the e
solution uptake across European cities.

Positive Energy

15-minute City Districts

Topic 1

Cross-cutting Adaptive reuse of existing urban structures and spaces

IOA* only

Topic 2 Align ambitions Innovative maintenance PED solutions in private
IOA & ROA** for mobility transitions of urban green and blue housing across different

across sectors spaces urban contexts

Sustainable PEDs,

Nurture neighbourhood

Topi economies — activate
IOA & Ri innovation in local
everyday offers

Rethinking urban
production for circular
and resilient cities

flexibility in energy
systems, and integrated
technologies

*innovation-oriented
**research-oriented ap

2.3.1 Cross-cutting Topic #1: Adaptive reuse of existing urban structures and
spaces

Transformative projects in urban contexts require holistic approaches, and the integration of thematic
and organisational layers. The connected level of complexity asks for systemic approaches, balancing
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conflicting objectives, and engagement of a diversity of stakeholder groups. For this cross-cutting
innovation-oriented topic, we encourage potential applicants to compile inter- and transdisciplinary
consortia that go beyond single-sector perspectives and explore combinations of aspects from all DUT
Transition Pathways.

Please note that:

e This topic is only open for applications making use of the Innovation Oriented Approach (IOA).

e Beyond the general DUT criteria to include an urban public authority in the consortium, this topic
has a specific transnational eligibility criteria to include at least one private sector organisation
(see section 3.1).

e For administrative reasons, proposals need to select one main thematic focus / one Transition
Pathway (15mC / CUE / PED) in the submission system. However, an integrated approach is
expected, combining specific aspects (see below) of at least twof the three Transition Pathways.

e Please consult Table 1 and 2 in Annex A for an overview of which of'the\Funding Agencies that
fund this as well as the TP-specific topics.

CHALLENGE DESCRIPTION

Across Europe, cities are made of extensive stocks of buildings, infrastructures, streets, industrial sites,
green and blue areas; some of them underused, vacant{or obsolete. These assets embody‘large amounts
of material, energy, economic, and cultural value, but alsospatial potential. At the same time, urban
areas face accelerating pressures from risks caused by climate change, energy dependency and energy
poverty, social inequality, shortage of affordable housing, mobility challenges, and resource constraints.
Continuing to prioritise new construction on_green,fields over the transformation of existing urban
structures risks locking cities into carbon-intensive pathways, increasingiand take, and missing
opportunities for faster, more inclusive, and cost-effective urban transitions.

Adaptive reuse refers to repurposing an existing\buildingg infrastructure or urban space for new
functions while preserving much of its original material.dnstead of‘demolishing buildings or sites,
adaptive reuse offers a powerful'lever to reimaginé and repurpose existing structures and spaces
to meet present and futuresieeds. " When strategically implemented, adaptive reuse can reduce material
and energy demand, activate underused urban space, support compact and people-centred urban living,
and enable the integration of renewable energy systems and flexible infrastructures.

At the same time, adaptive reuse can' generatellatent effects and unexpected outcomes for
inhabitants. These may include shifts in social"dynamics, changes in affordability and accessibility, and
the potential fertbothsecommunity. revitalisation and displacement (e.g., through gentrification). Altered
spatial layouts and building, characteristics can also influence everyday practices, comfort, and
perceptions of place. While adaptive reuse can strengthen local identity and cultural continuity, it may
also ihtroduce tensions between preservation and new uses. Understanding these unintended or indirect
impacts isstherefore critical t@ ensuring that adaptive reuse contributes not only to environmental and
economic goals, but also to sacially equitable and inclusive urban development.

Despite its potential, the real-world implementation of adaptive reuse remains fragmented.
Regulatory barriers) fragmented ownership, misaligned incentives and sectoral silos are some of the
aspects that hinder large-scale application. There is a strong need for innovative projects that move
beyond individual buildings or isolated interventions and demonstrate adaptive reuse as a systemic,
cross-sectoral urban‘transformation strategy. This is at the core of this topic, which invites
proposals to tackle the above-mentioned challenges through integrated, place-based, and systemic
approaches.

SCOPE
Project proposals submitted under this topic should address one or several of the following questions:

¢ How can adaptive reuse and redevelopment of existing buildings, retail spaces, infrastructures,
(semi-)public space, brownfields, or industrial areas and green and blue spaces be implemented
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as an integrated strategy that simultaneously supports circular resource use, low-carbon
energy systems, and a city of short distances?

How can underused or mono-functional urban spaces (e.g. parking areas, motorized traffic-
dominated streets, vacant buildings, industrial estates) be transformed through real-world
pilots into multifunctional, high-density spaces that support sustainable mobility, local production,
social services, local energy sharing and community life?

Which cross-sector collaboration models (e.g. between municipalities, housing providers,
energy actors, mobility providers, SMEs, business sector and civil society) enable adaptive reuse
projects to move from concept to implementation and long-term operation?

Which participatory methods can be used to enable community involvement and local
ownership, but also guarantee high sustainability ambitions? How caf (small) businesses, local
initiatives and associations/NGOs be integrated and actively engaged in local developments and
solutions, together with public entities, real estate developers and larger enterprises?

Which policy, planning, and governance approaches, incldding incentives, regulatory tools,
and community engagement mechanisms, most effectively@nable implementation of inclusive
and socially responsive adaptive reuse projects that enhance individual and systemic resilience?
How can proposed interventions address underlying structures, includingi\governance
arrangements, investment logics, regulatory frameworks, behaviours, and culturalhnorms.

How can adaptive reuse overcome regulatory and financial barriers, as well'as obstacles
related to fragmented ownership, and what innovative governance, financing, or procurement
models can enable replication and scaling?

How can adaptive reuse projects integrate high-quality design, aesthetics, and cultural
heritage - in line with the principles of.the New European Bauhaus - ensuring that interventions
are not only sustainable and functiohal buthalso beautiful, inclusive, and reflective of local identity
and sense of place?

How can adaptive reuse interventions'deliver measurable impacts in terms of emissions
reduction, energy performance, resource efficiencys accessibility, social inclusion, and resilience,
and how can these impacts be monitored to, support uptake?

Specific 15mC aspects

How can mobility infrastructure and public spaces be made future-proof and resilient -
capable of absorbing,external shocks, remaining flexible under changing conditions and enabling
rapid recovery from disruptions? HoWw'canychanges to existing mobility infrastructure be
implemented while maximising material reuse, responding to shifting mobility needs and
demographieschanges, avoiding overreliance on a single dominant transport mode?

How can integrated planning, instruments that coordinate construction and maintenance of
streets and squares across municipal departments and stakeholders best contribute to resilience,
effective adaptationiand efficient resource use? Which tools, conditions and processes are
required to make integrated planning the standard practice in urban development?

What,is needed and how| can experimental and temporary mobility arrangements (e.g.
during eonstruction phases) be applied across contexts to test iterative interventions, diversify
monofunctional traffic spaces and enable new uses?

How can ‘adaptivé reuse of outdoor infrastructure (e.g. vacant lots, parking garages, rooftop
spaces, and'semi-public areas) be promoted and effectively supported to create healthy, green
and socially inclusive spaces?

Specific CUE aspects

How can adaptive reuse reduce environmental impacts and support circular urban
economies by extending the lifecycle of buildings, minimizing demolition waste, and prioritizing
the reuse of existing resources?

How can adaptive reuse balance cultural heritage preservation with contemporary urban
needs, enabling cities to maintain architectural identity while accommodating new functions and
uses?
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e How can the transformation of underutilised buildings and sites through adaptive reuse address
pressing social and spatial needs, such as affordable housing, cultural infrastructure, and
accessible green public spaces?

Specific PED aspects

e How can adaptive reuse projects embed Positive Energy District principles, such as energy
efficiency, local renewable energy production, energy flexibility, shared energy systems, or
energy communities, within existing urban fabrics and mixed-use neighbourhoods?

e How can mixed-use functions combining industrial, commercial, and community functions be
promoted, and how can synergies between these different uses be t used in terms of
energy production, sharing and flexibility (e.g., coordinated use of w

e How can brownfield areas/former industrial areas be transformed i ulti-functional,
local/regional energy hubs with a potentially positive energ e? How can they be
integrated into the overall energy system?

EXPECTED OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES

Rather than focusing on isolated technical solutions, proje picin a

o Demonstrate real-world pilot projects showcasing a reuse of existing urban structures
and spaces, integrating solutions for energy, mobility, ci ity, and spatial transformation.

e Show how proposed interventions onditions, including governance
arrangements, investment logics, reg s, and cultural norms.
e Deliver validated implementation moc bine spatial redesign,

energy system integration, circular reso
arrangements.
Provide evidence-bas ¢ ance, costs, benefits, and trade-offs of adaptive

2.3.2 15-minu Transition Pathway (15mC TP)
2.3.2.1 15mC Topic 2: Align ambitions for mobility transitions across sectors
CHALLENGE

Extensive commuting to work — predominantly by private car - is a daily reality for millions of Europeans,
with significant implications for both individuals and society as a whole. While some companies (e.g.
office and shopping centres as well as industrial sites) and large institutions, such as hospitals or
universities, are taking steps to support employees and customers in choosing active mobility, public
transport and e-mobility as their first and default option, such efforts remain relatively rare, fragmented
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and uncoordinated. More coordinated and ambitious action is needed, specifically in times of energy
crisis.

This topic therefore aims to align ambitions for shifting towards and building infrastructure for sustainable
mobility modes between public authorities and (especially large) private and public organisations.
Building on goals and requirements set out in city strategies such as Sustainable Urban Mobility Plans
(SUMPs) and Climate City Contracts on the one hand, and the Corporate Sustainability Reporting
Directive (CSRD)> and EU Taxonomy on the other, both sides are obliged to take,shared action and
increase ambition, effort and output, when it comes to sustainable travel of employees and customers.
The challenge is to stimulate effective and scalable forms for collaboration th@t jointly shape an urban
future with sustainable mobility at its core.

SCOPE

In this topic, proposals are encouraged to develop and test innovative and scalable approaches to
corporate mobility management that support sustainable commuting, work-relatediand consumer
mobility. The focus is on holistic concepts that reduce trafficfcosts and emissions while improving
employee health, well-being and satisfaction, thereby strehgthening companies’ social and loecal
responsibility.

At the core are pathways towards sustainable corporate mobility that prioritise shared, active and /
or non-motorised transport modes (such as public transport, ride sharing, cycling and walking), emission-
free vehicle fleets, as well as organisational and, digital solutions thatyreduce resource use. Proposals
should build on existing policy instruments and market options, while developing attractive incentives
(pull measures), as well as exploring appropriate regulatory or organisational conditions (push measures)
to mobilise both companies and employees. The assessment of,impacts on eémployers, employees and the
surrounding districts, including co-benefits for climate, health, equity. and quality of life, may form an
integral part of the analysis and implementation.

Projects should enable privaté and public organisations to jointly identify and address mobility challenges
together with public authofities and mobility providers and further deepen existing efforts. Emphasis
should be placed on building long-term, trust-based partnerships between sectors, including clear
governance, data sharing, capacity building and flexible collaboration models, beneficial for both sides
and adapted to different organisational contextsmSueh. partnerships should be perceived as active
contribution to local mobility strategies delivered by organisations, with a clear articulation of their roles
and resourcesgi@s Welhas social and territorial responsibilities.

Furthermo©re, projects are invited to'explore the shared and multiple use of public, private and
semi-public spaces and infrastructure,including parking, (bi-directional) charging, logistics facilities
and vehicle fleets, supported by viable business and organisational models. The aim is to stimulate
mutual“learning on resource and infrastructure sharing and to develop implementation cases that enable
such practicesy, in line with rhythms throughout the day (e.g. coordination and slot management for
parking and charging infrastructure, opening private vehicle fleets for general use), to be deployed at
scale.

Finally, proposals are invited to examine how changes in work organisation and location (e.g. hybrid
work, satellite offices,€o-working spaces) can reduce frequency of commuting, trip length and peak-hour
travel spikes, thus supporting the implementation of 15-minute City concepts and creating opportunities
in peripheral or disadvantaged areas. Focus on this topic should include analyses of commuting patterns,
governance and cost structures, incentive mechanisms and the impacts of changing work arrangements
on cities and urban mobility systems.

Project proposals submitted under this topic may address one or several of the following questions:

5 As defined in scope 3 emissions on employee commuting in CSRD Directive (EU) 2022/2464 and ESRS
Delegated Act (EU 2023/2772).
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e How can corporate mobility management be leveraged as a systemic driver for sustainable
mobility transitions at urban and regional scale?

e How can corporate mobility strategies be effectively aligned with public mobility policies and long-
term urban objectives, including clear governance, responsibilities and accountability?

e What conditions, frameworks and business models are required to scale and mainstream
innovative corporate mobility solutions beyond pilots and across diverse organisational and
territorial contexts?

e How can durable, trust-based collaboration between companies, public authorities and mobility
providers be institutionalised, including data sharing, capacity building coordinated decision-
making?

e How can shared and multi-use of corporate and public mobility-rel
be strategically enabled and implemented to increase resource
inclusiveness in urban mobility systems?

e How can changes in work organisation and location be stra d to reduce mobility

paces and infrastructure
cy, resilience and

authorities to design and implement ili nt as a lever for systemic
urban mobility transformation.
o Pilots and testbeds for creative, innova
management that is based on deep unde
testing and assessment o
e Practical models for e cluding data-sharing frameworks, capacity-
building approache i that enable sustained cooperation between

for corporate mobility
d opportunities and builds on

oaches that demonstrate how changes in work
. hybrid work, satellite offices) can reduce commuting demand,
and reshape mobility patterns.

A functioning mix ce, services and production plays a central role in everyday urban life. It
enables residents to daily needs locally, provides employment opportunities, fosters social
interaction and contributes to vitality and resilience in neighbourhoods. Across cities of different sizes and
contexts, rising e-commerce and competition from out-of-town shopping centres have weakened
traditional district structures. This resulted in high vacancies and increasingly fragile and unbalanced local
offers, which in turn drive greater everyday mobility and reduce access to nearby services. Yet being able
to satisfy daily needs locally is a key determinant of quality of life and building local resilience, and a
cornerstone for 15-minute City concepts.

This topic focuses on neighbourhood economies, understood as systems of diverse local commerce and
social exchange, embedded in community relationships. Such systems generate shared wealth by
circulating value locally, reducing travel distances and strengthening trust, identity and resilience - while
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acknowledging its embeddedness in bigger city-regional systems. Accordingly, the topic invites research
and innovation on how to rethink and revitalise neighbourhood economies as multifunctional, pedestrian-
friendly centres that integrate commerce, services, workplaces and small-scale production, while also
considering key dimensions of urban mobility transitions. All proposals should foresee active engagement
of critical local stakeholders needed to fulfil selected themes and laid out objectives.

SCOPE

This topic encourages projects to explore different pathways that strengthen, stabilise and / or
rebuild neighbourhood economies by enhancing local opportunities, essential services and community
wealth. Proposals should address challenges such as gaps in local provision (e.g«food or service
“deserts”) and analyse how neighbourhood economies evolve over time in response to societal,
economic, and demographic change. A systemic, multi-level perspective is expected, examining
neighbourhood economies from the local to the metropolitan (and wherefrelevant, national) scale.

Proposals should conceptualise neighbourhood economies as interconnected systems shaped by
business models, legal and regulatory frameworks, financial (dis)incentives, governance arrangements,
(public) procurement practices, as well as alliances among public, private and community stakeholders.
Understanding how these factors influence the availability, diversity and resilience oflocal goods and
services across different urban and geographical contextsds central to developing effective responses.

Building further on these aspects, proposals should identify key levers for intervention in situations of
undersupply or unbalanced local offers and co-create locally embedded solutions. Potential pathways
include the role of anchor institutions in bundling local needs = such as commerce, services and spaces
for social interaction — and in supporting collegtive and community-based initiatives that strengthen social
ties. This may also involve initiatives to (re)introduee small-scale production and manufacturing into
neighbourhoods, as well as to (re)connect wark,and everyday life throughyhybrid models, such as co-
working spaces, workshops, repair cafés or makerspaces.

Proposed approaches should build on existing'local assets and resources, including people, skills,
services, alliances and built environment, and explore fiow these can“be mobilised to generate durable
local opportunities. Key implementation challenges include mediating between property owners and local
users, establishing publiczprivate-community partnerships to close gaps in local supply, scaling effective
collaborations and fostefing community wealth building. Disadvantaged neighbourhoods but also
suburban areas may serve as living laboratories for testing and refining such models beyond inner-city
districts. Proposals are encouraged to build onrdeep,understanding of good practices across different
urban contexts to develop actionable strategies and ensure endurance beyond short-term
experimentationt

This topic further invites . engagement with concepts such as foundational economy, community
prospeérity and neighbourhood economies, particularly in relation to care, everyday services and
locallinfrastructures that support reproduction of society and enhance a balanced mix of urban functions
within built\environments.

Finally, proposals are encouraged to investigate how spatial and mobility-related policies, such as
land-use planningy ground-floor management, pedestrianisation, short-distance mobility and new work
arrangements, interact with local economic dynamics.

Project proposals submitted under this topic should address one or several of the following questions:

e Which structural, regulatory, financial and governance factors most strongly influence the
availability, diversity and resilience of local offers of goods and services, and how do they
differ across contexts?

e Which levers for intervention are most effective in addressing gaps, undersupply and
imbalances in neighbourhood offers and infrastructures, particularly in disadvantaged or
vulnerable areas?

¢ Which collaborative models between public, private, and community-based stakeholders may
enable and stabilise effective initiatives to increase local offers and infrastructures?
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e How can anchor institutions, community-based initiatives and hybrid business models
strengthen local supply, social ties and community wealth? What is needed to synthesise,
translate and scale related existing practices to other contexts?

e Under what conditions can small-scale production, manufacturing and hybrid business models
(e.g. co-working spaces, repair cafés, makerspaces) be successfully (re)embedded in
neighbourhood economies?

e How do spatial planning and mobility policies interact with neighbourhood economies, and to
what extent can they be applied to avoid daily trips or shift to sustainable mobility options,
while enhancing local economic vitality?

e How can digital services (such as apps, chat groups, formal and inf
platforms) be applied to strengthen neighbourhood economies a

EXPECTED OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES

al neighbourhood
| social resilience?

Rather than focusing on isolated technical solutions, projects are exp ress this topic in a

from a systemic perspective.
e Insights on intervention pathways and co-c Iding on
effective levers to address gaps and imbalanc
e “Policy packaging” to strengthen neighbourhood s that guide interventions in cities
of different size and context.
e Governance and collaboration me te and community-based
stakeholders that support local supg

ance of these spaces is often undervalued or under-resourced, leading to
iminished benefits. Conventional maintenance regimes that prioritize

intensifying and bi in decline, cities urgently need to reimagine maintenance as a proactive
strategy for adaptatio d ecological health. European policy developments underscore this urgency: the
new EU Nature Restoration Law aims to halt net loss of urban green spaces by 2030 and increase urban
nature area in following decades, and it mandates restoring urban ecosystems and ensuring access to
quality green space for all residents. This calls for innovative, systemic approaches to maintenance, not
just technical fixes, but new governance, financing, and collaborative models, to enhance the
biodiversity, climate adaptation capacity, and social value of urban green and blue assets.

SCOPE: Project proposals submitted under this topic should address one or several of the following
questions:
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e How can routine maintenance practices (such as mowing, pruning, and waterway management)
be transformed to boost urban biodiversity and ecological health while preserving functionality
and safety in green and blue spaces?

e How can maintenance strategies for urban nature contribute to climate adaptation, for example,
by managing vegetation and water in ways that reduce heat, drought and flood risks, and what
innovations are needed to adapt upkeep regimes under changing climate conditions?

e What governance models and cross-sector collaborations (e.g. across municipal departments,
community groups, and private stakeholders) can ensure the sustainable long-term stewardship
of urban green and blue spaces, overcoming silos and engaging new actors in maintenance?

e What innovative financing mechanisms or business models can be developed to fund the ongoing
care of parks, waterways and other urban natural areas (for instance, dedicated green
maintenance funds, public-private partnerships, or payments for gcosystem services)?

e How can maintenance practices maximize the social value of urban nature, ensuring that
green/blue spaces are accessible, safe, and inclusive for all @@mmunities,»\while also enhancing
ecological outcomes?

e What are citizens’ needs in terms of urban nature? And‘how can citizens by actively involved in
the maintenance of Urban Green and Blue Spaces?

EXPECTED OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES: Rather than focusing on isolated technical solutions, projects
are expected to address this topic in a systemic way. Project outputs should be impact-oriented and
process-oriented, and therefore as concrete and user-centred‘as possible. Expected outputs include, but
are not limited to:

e Guidelines or toolkits for biodiversity-friendly'and climate-resilient maintenance regimes in
various types of urban green, blue and blue-green spaces.

e Governance frameworks or partnership models (e.g. community stewardship agreements,
inter-departmental coordination mechanisms) for co-managing and maintaining urban natural
spaces over time.

e Innovative financing strategies (such as dedicated urban nature funds, new municipal budget
tools or revenuedschemes from circular reuse of\green waste) to support the long-term upkeep of
urban green infrastructure.

e Decision-support teols, or methodsifor.planning maintenance activities that optimize ecological
and climate adaptation outcomes (for'example, dynamic maintenance scheduling informed by
weather@ndsbiodiversity. data).

¢ Policy recommendations for integrating maintenance considerations into urban development
and nature restoration plans - ensuring that creation of new green/blue spaces is paired with
sustainable maintenance strategies aligned with EU biodiversity and climate goals.

2.3.3.2 CUE Tepic #3 Rethinking urban production for circular and resilient cities

CHALLENGE DESCRIPTION: In the transition to circular urban economies, cities can reinvent
themselves not only as econsumers of goods but also as sustainable producers. Urban production
activities, ranging from local food cultivation and repair workshops to small-scale manufacturing,
makerspaces and creative industries, can significantly shorten value chains and keep resources
circulating locally. By localising production, cities can reduce the environmental footprint of goods
(through lower transport emissions and less waste) and strengthen community resilience with local jobs,
skills and enterprises. Such approaches can also foster economic inclusion by creating opportunities for
diverse groups within the urban population. However, most cities today are not structured to support
production: industrial activities have often been zoned to the periphery or entirely outside city
boundaries, and urban plans and infrastructure typically prioritise housing and services over
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manufacturing or agriculture. There is an urgent need for novel strategies and governance to embed
production back into urban systems in a sustainable, low-impact way. This means allocating space and
facilities for production (from rooftops and brownfields for urban farming to shared workshops for repair
and fabrication), enabling the use of urban waste streams as raw materials for new products, and
updating policies that currently hinder circular local enterprise (for example, regulations on reuse or
permitting of craft industries). Recent global supply chain disruptions and EU policy initiatives (such as
the Circular Economy Action Plan and emerging “right to repair” regulations) highlight the importance of
rebuilding localised, circular production capabilities. By rethinking urban production, cities can increase
their self-sufficiency, reduce environmental impacts, and improve social cohesion and innovation. This
topic calls for creative, systemic approaches to integrate production into the urbanyfabric as a key driver
of circularity and resilience.

SCOPE: Project proposals submitted under this topic should address one or several of the following
questions:

e How can different forms of local urban production (ef{g. urban farming, repair cafés and
makerspaces, small-scale manufacturing, or creative'upcycling industries) be suceessfully
integrated into city environments to strengthen cifcular resource,flows and shorten supply
chains?

¢ What strategies and infrastructure are needed for citiessto accommodate production activities
in a sustainable, low-emission way, for instance, through innovative urban design, multi-use
zones, or new technologies, while maintaining a high qualityyof life for residents?

e How can urban waste and resource streams (such as recyclables, organic waste, waste heat
or water) be harnessed as inputs fortlocal produetion, and what circular business models can turn
one sector’s waste into another sector’s raw material?

e In what ways can expanding urban production contribute to,community resilience and social
inclusion, and what governance or support. mechanisms (municipal programs, cooperative
models, skill-building_nitiatives, etc.) are needed to maximize these social benefits?

e What policy and regulatory innovations'at the city level could enable and encourage
sustainable urbafi production (for example, updates to zoning/permitting, incentives for circular
businesses, public procurement supporting local products, or public-private collaboration
frameworks)?

EXPECTED OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES: Rather than focusing on isolated technical solutions, projects
are expectéed to address this topic'in asystemic way. Project outputs should be impact-oriented and
process<oriented, and therefore as concrete and user-centred as possible. Expected outputs include, but
are pot limited to:

e Frameworks or models for creating circular production hubs or networks in cities, linking local
producers with consumers and recycling/waste management to enable circular resource loops.

¢ New spatial planning guidelines or tools that help city planners designate and integrate
spaces for preduction (workshops, urban farms, repair centers) within dense urban areas in a
livable and sustainable manner.

¢ Platforms, tools or pilot demonstrations that facilitate resource sharing and collaboration
among urban producers - for example, digital marketplaces for exchanging secondary materials,
or shared physical facilities for fabrication and repair.

e Policy recommendations and governance innovations (such as model municipal policies,
incentive programs or partnership templates) for city authorities to support circular local
production and “make & repair” economies.

¢ Evidence-based assessments (case studies, metrics, impact evaluations) of how urban
production initiatives affect environmental outcomes (e.g. waste reduction, emissions savings)
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and socio-economic outcomes (e.g. job creation, community wellbeing), providing knowledge to
guide future urban strategies.

2.3.4. Positive Energy Districts Transition Pathway (PED TP)

2.3.4.1 PED Topic #2: PED solutions in private housing across different urban
contexts

CHALLENGE DESCRIPTION

85% of buildings in the EU were built before 2000, and 75% have p rformance. A large
share of these buildings is privately owned residential buildings. C i umbers, improving
the energy performance of existing buildings is key to s bills for citizens

and enterprises, and achieving a zero-emission and fu tock by 2050.
6

ten-year low by 2025, underscoring the urgent need for inno d scalable refurbishment solutions.”

At the same time, cities with 45.000 or more ) develop local heating and cooling
plans with the aim to decarbonise heating a oling sector represents 80% of
all energy consumed by buildings, with 72% ¢ il fuels. Decarbonising the
heating and cooling sector is therefore essentia der objective of a climate-neutral

building stock, while also supporting the EU’s ob i of co ness, strategic autonomy, power
grid limitations and reducing ( poverty. 8

pgrade existing urban areas by improving energy
performance, reducing g issi integrated, sustainable approaches. However,

and architectural limitatio enovation, renewable energy integration and
administrative constraints.

rification, power/electricity grid capacities and potential infrastructural
able scalable, cost-effective, and socially just refurbishment strategies
clusion, and protect residents from rising housing and energy costs.

and ensure ¢ dability, soci

In this context, ould explore how PED-driven refurbishment preserves and enhances asset
value, reduces regu sks, and supports long-term viability for private owners, housing providers, and
investors. Solutions be adapted to the realities of existing residential areas (e.g. post-war housing

estates, privately owned apartment blocks, historical settings, and mixed-use neighbourhoods).

To address challenges related to fragmented ownership structures, multi-owner buildings, and mixed
public-private property regimes, proposals should consider integrated governance, regulatory and
financing approaches. These should enable decision-making, investment, and operation of shared energy
systems, clarify stakeholder roles, and overcome administrative barriers. Proposals should also identify

5 https://www.housingeurope.eu/the-private-rental-sector-and-housing-unaffordability-in-european-cities/

7 Housing Europe 2025, State of Housing in Europe 2025, Trends in a nutshell
8 Energy Efficiency Directive (EU/2023/1791)
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effective models of public-private cooperation, support mechanisms, and investment practices involving
key stakeholders (e.g. real estate developers, and property, asset, and facility managers), supported by
evidence-based approaches and city-level science-policy collaboration. This may include testing financing
mechanisms that combine public and private funding, reduce upfront investment barriers, lower energy
bills, mitigate energy poverty and ensure long-term benefits for residents.

Furthermore, proposals should consider spatial constraints and requirements within existing (dense)
residential contexts, as well as the visual and architectural impacts of renewable energy technologies,
ensuring compatibility with building design, heritage considerations, and residents‘acceptance.
Architectural choices should account for property value and market attractiveness. Proposals are
encouraged to align and integrate New European Bauhaus (NEB) principles.®

Main questions/ objective

e How can PED solutions be integrated and streamlined in ptivate housing'in a,diverse and complex
stakeholder environment, while ensuring affordability afd social inclusion alongside
decarbonisation?

e How can processes be applied to different urban gontexts (refurbishment/new developments,
historical/heritage settings, privatised post-war‘enviconmentsgete.)?

EXPECTED OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES

Rather than focusing on isolated technical solutions, projects are.expected to address this topic through
systems thinking, place-based approaches, @nd integrated neighbourhood strategies. Project outcomes
should be impact-oriented and process-driven, with'a streng focus on‘real-world applicability,
affordability, and social inclusion. Projects should, clearly“define,their expected qualitative and/or
quantitative outputs (including facts and figures) in relation to the selected challenge questions.

Expected outputs include, but are.not limited to:

e Development of scalable and transferable models for embedding PED principles into
private and mixed-ownership housing, including refurbishment of existing residential
stock.

o Identify solutions'and technical requirements for integrating renewable energy
technologies in existing urban areas, including assessment of spatial, architectural and market-
related constraints that influence feasibility and acceptance.

e _Policy and regulatory recommendations addressing fragmented ownership, multi-owner
decision-making (including exploring organisational models such as the potential for
implementing Energy. Communities), and administrative barriers, alongside innovative and
affordable financing mechanisms supporting PED adoption in private housing.

e Practical frameworks and guidance for private owners, housing associations, and mixed
public=private housing providers to plan, finance, implement, operate, and monitor PED
solutions, including strategies for resident communication and engagement.

¢ Demonstration of PED solutions delivering measurable improvements in energy efficiency,
local renewable energy generation, energy flexibility, and resilience, with documented
evidence of reduced energy costs for residents and mitigation of energy poverty risks.

o Development of integrated solutions for collective heating and cooling solutions,
electrification strategies, and the integration of digital tools, and smart energy technologies at
neighbourhood scale.

9 https://new-european-bauhaus.europa.eu/index_en
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2.3.4.2 PED Topic #3: Sustainable PEDs, flexibility in energy systems, and integrated
technologies

CHALLENGE DESCRIPTION

Flexibility in energy systems and the integration of energy technologies are core pillars of PEDs, enabling
districts to balance demand with variable renewable generation, manage local surplus, and ensure secure
and resilient energy supply. However, despite extensive modelling and design efforts, real-world
implementation and long-term validation of integrated, flexible energy systems remain limited. Natural
fluctuations, combined with user behaviour and infrastructural capacities in reneWwable energy supply
pose significant challenges for grid stability and efficient system operation. The diversity of energy
carriers, technologies and stakeholders, combined with fragmented data standards, proprietary protocols
and misaligned regulatory frameworks, hinders interoperability and coordinated operation. As a result,
there is insufficient evidence on technical performance, economic viability and social acceptance,
including user engagement. Addressing these challenges throughseal-world urban demonstrations is
essential to understand behavioural drivers, validate system integration, and support the scalable
deployment of flexible, integrated energy solutions.

SCOPE

Proposals under this topic must develop context-sensitive and scalable approaches for integrating energy
system flexibility and integrated technologies into PEDs. The objective is to enable PEDs to operate as
reliable, resilient, and energy-positive systemsyby coordinating electkicity, heating, cooling, and mobility
through multi-carrier flexibility solutions that support.local and regionahenergy systems. Projects should
embed, demonstrate and validate integrated'technolagicaland digital flexibility solutions, including
electrical and thermal storage, demand response, controllable leads, sectar coupling (power-to-heat,
power-to-X), e-mobility, V2G, and decentralised renewablé generation, at district scale. Proposals need to
explore coordinated operation into_the planning, design; implementation, and operation of PEDs,
supported by adapted regulatory, market, and data governance frameworks, and demonstrate how
energy demand and supply can be aligned with variable renewable generation through smart energy
system design, temporal balancing, and coordinated control. This includes smart energy system design,
temporal balancing, forecasting, and control strategies'that considers for natural supply fluctuations, user
behaviour/ consumption patterns and infrastructural ¢onstraints. Proposals are expected to explore
regulatory, market, data governance, and interoperability adaptations, as well as innovative and blended
financing and business medels that enable flexible services, de-risk investments, and support scale-up.

PED flexibility solutions must be connected to wider urban and regional energy systems, overall grid
services and grid ownership'structures, providing solutions for grid congestion and enabling demand
response, energy sharing, storage, sector coupling, and participation in flexibility and energy markets,
thereby enhancing system efficiency, resilience, grid stability, and climate neutrality. Thus, the specifics
of a balancing role of PEDs and local energy solutions in general need further exploration, elaborating on
the (positive) impact of not least the overall resilience of European energy systems.

In this context, proposals need to explore the roles of municipalities, utilities, aggregators, grid
operators, technology providers, building owners, mobility operators, as well as energy communities and
citizens in planning, implementing, operating, and monitoring flexibility-enabled PEDs. Proposals should
develop governance, coordination, and market models and demonstrate scalable approaches applicable
across diverse urban contexts, PED typologies, and regulatory environments, ensuring fair distribution of
costs and benefits. Proposals should consider approaches for strengthening social acceptance and user
participation, addressing behavioural drivers, trust and incentives through engagement of residents,
energy communities, SMEs, and local stakeholders. Solutions should demonstrate shared local benefits,
including improved energy affordability, enhanced system reliability, increased renewable integration,
and opportunities for local value creation through flexibility services. Applicants are encouraged to review
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the projects funded in 2022 under PED Topic 2, to build upon their results, and to incorporate subsequent
advancements in the field.

Questions:

e How can integrated context-sensitive flexibility solutions across energy carriers, sectors, and
actors be effectively designed, governed, and validated in real-world PEDs to enable resilient,
scalable, and socially accepted sustainable energy systems?

¢ What governance frameworks, market arrangements, digital interoperability models, and
financing mechanisms can enable diverse actors and citizens to co-create, operate, and scale
flexibility in PEDs?

EXPECTED OUTPUTS AND OUTCOMES

Rather than focusing on individual technologies, projects are expected4o adopt systems thinking and
place-based approaches that integrate technical, digital, economic, a@nd social“innovation. Outcomes
should be impact-oriented, evidence-based, and user-centred, supporting the large-scale deployment of
flexibility-enabled PEDs.

Projects should clearly define their expected qualitative and/or quantitative outcomes, supported by
measurable indicators, facts, and figures. Expected impacts include, but are not limited to:

e Coordinated operation of electricity, heating, cooling, and mobility systems at the district
scale, demonstrating improved energy efficiency, renewable energy integration, and system
reliability.

e Demonstration on how local flexibility solutions can contribute te mitigate grid congestion
challenges and support local and regional grid operation

o Demonstration of multi-carrier flexibility techneologies, including electrical and thermal
storage, demand response, controllabletloads, sector coupling, district heating and cooling, and
e-mobility/V2G etc., operating as a coherent system.

e Proven digital and ICT architectures such as digital twins, agent-based or Al-supported
control, interoperable data models, and secure data exchange across urban infrastructures.

o Evidence-based assessment of planned versus realised flexibility potential, supported by long-
term monitoring of technical, environmental, and economic performance and contributions to grid
stability and resilience:

e Scalable approaches for overcoming interoperability barriers, including open interfaces, shared
communication,protocols, and reference architectures applicable across technologies and
vendors.

e 4\Validated local market and governance models, such as local flexibility markets, peer-to-peer
trading, virtual power plants, and energy community frameworks, enabling clear distribution of
benefits.

o« Improyved understanding of social acceptance and behavioural aspects of energy
flexibility, including/user participation, incentives, and trust.

e Policy, regulatory, and standardisation recommendations, alongside replicable PED
flexibility concepts and implementation guidelines, supporting scaling across European
cities and regions.

3 Eligibility criteria and guidelines for applicants

This Call includes both a set of transnational requirements common for all Applicants (i.e.
transnational eligibility criteria), as well as national/regional requirements for Applicants participating
in a consortium (namely specific Funding Agency rules which apply to Applicants that claim funds
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from a specific Funding Agency, see Annex A for guidance and agency web links with further
information).

All funded partners in this Call will be funded by their national/regional Funding Agencies, in accordance
with their respective national/regional eligibility criteria. Please note that a specific national/regional
Agency may not be able to fund all types of organisations and/or TPs and/or research activities.
Applicants must pay careful attention to the relevant national/regional funding rules indicated in Annex A
and contact the relevant national/regional contact person with any queries to avoid any issues related to
national/regional eligibility.

The term “proposal” is used both for the pre-proposal (first stage of the selecti
proposal (second stage of the selection procedure).

ocedure) and the full

3.1 Consortium: who can participate and a

urban government authorities (such as loca al government institutions,
municipalities and municipal organisations, city au es, urban public administrations,
infrastructure and service provid

o consumers and civil society d community organisations,
non-governmental organisations, » vocacy and activist groups,
citizens’ representatives, neighbou initi ial i ators, social entrepreneurs,
etc.).

o research organisati
colleges; researg
o Actors from tk

with research undertakings),
ors (e.g. architects, artists and designers).

ive management of the complete project. The Main
2eing the project activities and ensuring that the work programme is

plicants are Apr
. There may be

an the Main Applicant, eligible for funding from a Funding

than one Co-applicant from any participating country. In some cases

e Co-applicant from one country, the responsible Funding Agency may
2ntified as the National Contact Point (NCP); this is done by the Main
partner as such.

e partners that are ineligible for funding from Funding Agencies directly
(e.g. partners tries not participating in this Call or ineligible for funding by any of the
Funding Agencie are eligible but want to participate without receiving funding), but may be
included in a project as Cooperation Partners if a) they finance their activity from other sources and
(b) the consortium in general fulfils the requirements on the number of eligible applicants from
participating countries. A clear description/indication of the role and form of engagement of these
Cooperation Partners should be included in the proposal. A written commitment (Letter of Intent)
from Cooperation Partners, participating with their own funding or with an in-kind contribution should
be submitted with the full proposal. It should be noted that Cooperation Partners do not count toward
the minimum of three eligible applicants from at least three participating countries outlined in the
transnational eligibility rule 1 below.

DUT Call 2026 Call Text Page 28/98



e Partners generically refers to Main and Co-applicants and Cooperation Partners.
e The Principal Contact Point (PCP) is defined as the person who is the lead investigator for an
Applicant.

Eligibility rules for the consortia and Applicants

Transnational eligibility rule 1: Each proposal must be submittéd by a consortium consisting
of at least three eligible Applicants from at least three different\participating countries
(see Annex A). Only Applicants eligible for funding by the participating Funding Agencies'® from
the following countries are eligible to apply as Main Applieant or Co-applicant: [INSERT
COUNTRIES HERE]. In addition, at least two of theceligible Applicants must be from at
least two different countries eligible for EC co-funding in this Call. The following EU
Member States (MS) or Associated Countries (AC) to the Horizon Europe are eligible for
EC co-funding in this Call: [INSERT COUNTRIES HERE]

All legal entities must be independent from each otherto bé considered as different applicants!!,
Please pay careful attention to the specific Funding Agencies’ rules regarding eligibility of
applicants in Annex A since not all Funding Agencies can support all types of Applicants.
Ineligible Applicants (e.g. from othef countries or ineligible'to receive funding from a participating
Funding Agency) may participate as a Cooperation Partner.

Transnational eligibility rule 2: Consortia must include at least one urban public authority!?
(city, municipality or entity providing key urban sefvices!3,'se long as this entity is owned by a
local government (confirmation of this by the lo¢al government may be requested by the Call
Secretariat)) either as/@@ MaimApplicant, Co-applicant, or Cooperation Partner depending on the
national/regional eligibility criteria.

Transnational eligibility rule 3: The Main Applicant (project coordinator) must be eligible to be
funded and requestifunding by/its national/regional participating Funding Agency.

Transnational eligibility rule 4:"APrincipal Contact Point (PCP) must only participate in a
maximum of two propesalst4, and only‘ence as the PCP of a Main Applicant. If the DUT Call
Secretariatpin charge of checking transnational eligibility, identifies the same person
as/PCP in more than two pre-proposals, or as PCP of the Main Applicant of more than
one pre-proposal, all pre-propoesals/full proposals in which they are a PCP, will be
declared ineligible.

Transnational eligibility rule 5: Consortia submitting a proposal in the cross-cutting topic must
include at least one private sector organization (industry, company, business, SME, branch/sector
organization) as a funded partner (Main or Co-Applicant).

Recommendations for£he consortia composition

Consortia are strongly.encouraged to include at least one representative from civil society, either as a
Main Applicant, Co-applicant, or Cooperation Partner, depending on the national/regional eligibility

10 see Annex A.

11 For instance, a company located in three participating countries and eligible for funding by the respective Funding Agencies
will not be considered as three independent applicants and will count for only one applicant.

12 https://ec.europa.eu/eurostat/statistics-

explained/index.php?title=Glossary:Local government#:~:text=Local%20government%20consists%200f%?20all,agen
cies%200f%20social%20security%20funds.

13 Key urban services include sanitation, energy, water, transport infrastructure and transportation, education, health services,
emergency services and (public) housing. See also: https://employment-social-affairs.ec.europa.eu/policies-and-
activities/social-protection-social-inclusion/addressing-poverty-and-supporting-social-inclusion/access-essential-services en

14 Some Funding Agencies may impose stricter participation rules, such as no participation in more than one pre-proposal. The
potential applicants are invited to read the National Annexes and check this kind of eligibility rule with the Funding Agency’s
contact person.
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criteria. For the cross-cutting topic, involvement of at least one such representative who receives funding
is strongly recommended.

Moreover, consortia may include partners active across several positions within the research and
development system (i.e., innovation, applied research, strategic/fundamental research) and across
disciplines (natural sciences, social sciences, arts and humanities, engineering, etc.).

Typically, small to medium sized consortia (involving funding requests to 3-5 Funding Agencies on
average per proposal), are expected. However, there is no upper limit, and consortia may involve as
many partners as necessary for a convincing proposal, ensuring that all participants have a justified role.
Each partner within the consortium should clearly add value to the objectives proposed project.
Depending on the nature of the project, each partner in the consortium mu onstrate how they will
exploit the expected results.

Consortia are expected to be balanced between countries, both in ter, er of partners and
distribution of budget and no individual Applicant or Cooperation P ent more than 50%
of the workload calculated in terms of person-months.

Consortia must integrate gender balance and other diversit cts in the dedicate ion of the

proposal (see the Evaluation Criteria in section 4.5).

It is also possible to include “widening” countries, if they
list of participating Funding Agencies). Please note that all

partners should serve a purpose
add a widening partner (or any
cess of the project.

Also, Applicants should consider the budget € S jects of all involved Funding
Agencies (listed in Annex A of this docu i

This section presents tf ) dations concerning the duration and funding
request of a project.

in euros only a : , according to the proposal template provided. All costs must be eligible
according to the Fu g Agencies’ rules (see Annex A). In case of doubt, Applicants should consult their

3.3 Preparing and submitting an application

This section presents the eligibility rules and the recommendations for preparing and submitting a pre-
proposal/full proposal. It also presents what is not allowed and what may be exceptionally allowed in
terms of modifications between the pre-proposal and the full proposal stage.

- Transnational eligibility rule 7: Language and mandatory forms.
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Pre-proposals/full proposals must be prepared in English using the designated mandatory

proposal form. Proposals written in other languages will be ineligible.

The proposal form should be filled in completely.

Pre-proposals and full proposals must respect the total number of pages using a standard font

size and normal page margins as indicated on the proposal form.

- Transnational eligibility rule 8: Submission.

Pre-proposals and full proposals must be submitted on the UEFISCDI electronic submission

system, UDiManager!> (www.uefiscdi-direct.ro), before each associate

° the Call for pre-proposals is open until 17 November 202 00 (CET).

° In March 2027, applicants will be invited to enter the secon
for full proposals will close on 15 April 2027, 13:00

- Transnational eligibility rule 9: Only pre-proposals i bmit a full proposal will be eligible
t decides to submit a full proposal

allowed explicit e below in section 4.1),
per Funding Agency can be allowed (except in the

proposal, applicants agree that it will be forwarded to all Funding
equest to provide funding for that proposal.

Some Funding A
Annex A).

e submission of information on a national/regional level as well (see

When considering the use of generative artificial intelligence (AI) tools, it is imperative to exercise
caution and careful consideration. The AI-generated content should be thoroughly reviewed and validated
by the Project Consortium to ensure its appropriateness and accuracy, as well as its compliance with
intellectual property regulations.

15 A PIC (Participant Identification Code) number for each Partner is necessary to submit a (pre-)proposal.
16 please contact your national/regional Funding Agency
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When preparing a Proposal, Project Consortia are fully responsible for its content, including any parts
generated with the support of Al tools and must be transparent in disclosing which Al tools were used
and how they were utilized in the designated space in the pre- and full proposal templates.

Specifically, Project Consortia are required to:

e Verify the accuracy, validity, and appropriateness of the content and any citations generated by
the Al tool and correct any errors or inconsistencies.

e Provide a list of sources used to generate content and citations, includi
Al tool in the designated space in the pre- and full proposal templ
ensure they are accurate and properly referenced.

e Be conscious of the potential for plagiarism where the Al tool eproduced substantial
text from other sources. Check the original sources to be s lagiarising someone
else’s work.

e Acknowledge the limitations of the AI tool in the Pro ion, i he potential for
bias, errors, and gaps in knowledge.

e Follow the European Commission's guidelines o
research

e Ensure that any use of AI (including but not limited
project, project outcomes, ...) observes relevant EC re

ose generated by the
ouble-check citations to

le due to a consortium change requested by
dure (see section 3.7) must add a new partner

The duration of'a project must not exceed 36 months.

» Pre-proposals/full proposals must be written in English and respect the template form (in terms
of overall size, limit of pages and characters). The template form must be filled in completely.

» Pre-proposals/full proposals must be submitted on the UEFISCDI electronic submission system
(UDiManager) before the corresponding deadlines indicated in this document.

» Only pre-proposals invited to submit a full proposal are eligible in the second stage.

17 https://research-and-innovation.ec.europa.eu/document/download/2b6cf7e5-36ac-41cb-aab5-
0d32050143dc_en?filename=ec_rtd_ai-guidelines.pdf

18 National/regional rules may be more restrictive regarding this eligibility criterion.
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» No fundamental changes between the pre-proposal and full proposal, initiated by the applicants
alone, will be accepted.

3.5 National/regional specific eligibility rules

In addition to the transnational rules and procedures laid out in the previous section, there may be
specific Funding Agencies’ rules (e.g. Funding Agencies’ eligibility criteria for certain organisations, co-
funding requirements, national/regional evaluation rules, submission of additional documents or
information on a national/regional platform, etc.). Please note that there are also limitations regarding
the types of research or innovation activities that different Funding Agencies aré able to support.

It is strongly recommended to check these national/regional rules with theontact person at the
respective Funding Agency (see Annex A) before submitting a proposals

3.6 Eligibility check

The DUT Call Secretariat will verify the eligibility of the pre-proposals/full proposals according to the
transnational eligibility criteria described in the previous section.

The participating Funding Agencies will perform an eligibilityacheck forf€compliance according to their
funding rules.

Both transnational and Funding Agencies’ eligibility criteria must be met for a proposal to be declared
eligible at either stage.

In the case a Co-applicant(s) is (are) ineligible,\the propesal may still"be eligible if and when the eligibility
criteria are met by the proposal without this (these) partner(s).

If a proposal is “eligible”, this does not mean that it will bé awarded funding, only that the proposal will
be admitted to the evaluation procedure.

3.7 Fallback Precedure

This Procedure is meant to provide an additional means to avoid losing projects due to high oversubscription
rates of individual Funding Agencies. It does not replace the already established Inclusion Procedure
(section 4.1), but rather works hand in hand with it. The Procedure consists of the following process:

During the Stage 1 Selection meeting, the Call Steering Committee (CSC) will select all pre-proposals that
can be invited to the second stage without reaching an oversubscription greater than 4 (or 3, for
Funding Agencies not eligible for EC Co-Funding, see section 1 or Annex A for a summary) in any
Funding Agency, following the recommendation of the Expert Panels. Additionally, as part of the Fallback
Procedure, the CSC checks the different ranking lists to select all pre-proposals which have not already
been selected for invitation, and which fulfil the following criteria:

e The pre-proposal must be fundable according to the Expert Panels (see section 4.5);

e The pre-proposal mustdnclude applicants from only one Funding Agency with an oversubscription rate
higher than 4°(or 8, for Funding Agencies not eligible for Co-Funding, see section 1 or Annex A for a
summary);

e All applicants from this oversubscribed Funding Agency will be removed from the consortium. The
consortium is asked to redistribute the tasks among other consortium partners and/or add
consortium partners from a different eligible country;

e These applicants must not include the Main Applicant;

e The cumulated person months contributed by these applicants must not exceed 25% of the
overall project person months;

e If the removal of these applicants results in a project with funded applicants from less than three
countries or less than two EU MS or Horizon Europe AC countries, meaning if the proposal is no
longer transnationally eligible according to the Transnational Eligibility Rule 1, the removed
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applicants must be replaced with one or more funded applicants from a different eligible country via
the Inclusion Procedure;

e If the pre-proposal proceeds without the removed applicants, the oversubscription rates for all other
involved Funding Agencies must not be higher than 4 (or 3 for Funding Agencies not eligible
for Co-Funding, see section 1 or Annex A for a summary) as well;

All Main Applicants will be informed at the same time, therefore removing (and replacing) the applicants in
question will be part of the writing process of the full proposal.

The Fallback Procedure is not mandatory - should a consortium choose that they do not wish to proceed
without the applicants in question, they can choose to not submit their revised full proposal. Additionally,
depending on any contracts/agreements already signed within the consortium in question, the applicants
in question may also refuse to be removed/replaced (which would also lead to the pre-proposal remaining
unchanged and being removed from the Call).

After Stage 2 of the Call has closed, the Call Secretariat will examine the affected full proposals as part of
the transnational eligibility checks and declare those which have not removed the applicants in question
ineligible. Full proposals which no longer fulfil Transnational Eligibility Rule 1 will also be declared
ineligible.

4 Assessment and selecti re

For this Call for proposals, a two-stage procedure will be ado

4.1 Pre-proposal stage (ste

In the first stage, consortia are invited to sub ighli g the project’s core concept,
partnership, and merit.

A pre-proposal includes a descripti e project'description not exceeding the
page limits indicated in the t will render the pre-proposal ineligible for
funding), and budget indj illing national/regional requirements.

Transnational evaluat

The pre-proposals declared tc¢ : e transnational and national/regional criteria will
be assessed b Panel WI|| consist of recognised |nternat|onal experts in relevant

pre-proposals using the evaluation criteria described in section 4.5. Each
at least three Expert Panel members. The Expert Panel will meet to
e an assessment report for each pre-proposal and ranking lists to advise

The outcome of the Panel’s work will consist of six ranking lists, corresponding either to one
specific TP and one specific R&I approach (ROA or I0A). Applicants should select the approach (ROA or
I0A) that best aligns with their project’s objectives. The Call encourages proposals adopting the IOA
when appropriate to maximize real-world impact and solution uptake. Please note that the cross-cutting
topic is open for IOA only (and will therefore be part of the corresponding IOA ranking list).

Table 1: Characteristics of the two R&I approaches

PED TP Ranking list PED + ROA Ranking list PED + IOA
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15minC TP Ranking list 15mC + ROA Ranking list 15mC + IOA

CUE TP Ranking list CUE + ROA Ranking list CUE + IOA

Selection of the pre-proposals invited to the second stage

The decision for the invitation to submit a full proposal in the second stage will be conjointly taken by the
participating Funding Agencies (acting as a CSC) and will be based on these six king lists and the
following other criteria that will be used to arbitrate between the ranking list

These criteria will aim to ensure that:

1. the invited pre-proposals represent national/regional funding t do not exceed 4 times
(3 times for Funding Agencies not eligible for Co-Fund, se
the available national/regional budget of each Funding

2. a maximum of countries participating in the Call are accepted in the
second stage;

3. a good representation (in terms of the number th types of

declared formally eligible in Stage 1. The ref DiManager (note: only the Main
Applicant of each consortium receives a noti

Inclusion procedure

It is possible that invited consa
their full proposal, additio
Agencies are underrepre

>d by the DUT Call Secretariat to integrate, in
from specific Funding Agencies, if these Funding
o the second stage.

Any such addition of app ational eligibility conditions indicated in the Call
Text and the regulations of € ncies (see Annex A).

This inclusion opti -proposal stage and the full-proposal stage shall be conducted in
close coope , i nding Agencies with the aim of allowing as many countries as

c ect a significant change to the proposal’s original aims, impact
and ma nce the original focus.

e the consistency requirements between pre-proposal and full proposal
ion 3.3.

4.2 Full prop stage (stage 2)

Transnational evaluation

Full proposals deemed eligible (as described in sections 3.4, 3.5 and 3.6) according to the transnational
and national/regional criteria (this includes the page limits mentioned within the proposal template -
exceeding these will render the proposal ineligible) will be assessed by an international Expert Panel, as
in the first stage.

Each full proposal will be evaluated by at least four independent experts.
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The Expert Panel will meet to discuss all proposals, to produce an assessment report for each full
proposal and ranking lists of full proposals to be considered for funding by the Funding Agencies.

The outcome of the Expert Panel will again be six ranking lists, as in stage 1, each ranking list
corresponding to a specific TP and a specific R&I approach (ROA or IOA).

Decision for funding

Based on the ranking lists made by the Expert Panel and considering the availa
Agencies, the Funding Agencies meeting in a CSC will jointly decide which proj
funding. The final formal funding decision will be taken by each Funding A
national/regional procedure.

budgets of the Funding
to recommend for
afterward, following its

Taking into account the available budgets of the Funding Agencies, mendation will be
based on the identification of the optimal choice of projects to b i between projects
from different ranking lists, and also between any projects e ithi e ranking list®®,
according to the following objectives:

4. optimising both the total number of projects fu
countries/regions involved in these projects;

6. ensuring that the EC co-funding wil ici ssible but also distributed as fairly
as possible among the participating i

A written statement on the evaluation of each 2 e Call Secretariat to the Main
Applicants. The Call Secretariat will inform the i jects that have been recommended

retariat (call@dutpartnership.eu) within 14 days of receiving the
come or the selection outcome). Once this deadline has passed, a

e be submitte = Main Applicant to the Call Secretariat as mentioned above;

e indicate whichiproposal the complaint applies to by stating the proposal code as well as the
proposal acronym;

e include a description of the alleged shortcomings of the eligibility or evaluation procedure;

e focus on aspects concerning the outcome on the proposal (e.g. admissibility or eligibility checks,
evaluation procedure, etc.), not its merits;

e raise procedural irregularities, factual errors, misuse of powers or a conflict of interests;

1% No gap will be left in each ranking list. When going down the ranking list, if a project cannot be funded with the available
budget, no project ranked below will be funded.
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e contain proof that the responsible Agency acknowledges that this complaint is valid if the
complaint is related to the outcome of the national eligibility checks

Only one request for review per proposal will be considered in Stage 1 and 2 respectively. If several
appeals are received, the last one will be considered. Appeals that do not meet the above conditions or
are mere repetitions of the content of the proposal or disagreements with the result or reasoning of the
technical evaluation will not be considered.

The request cannot refer to the outcome of proposals submitted by other Project Consortia or under
different or previous calls.

An eligible and complete request for review will be referred to a committee c
Secretariat and comprised of staff who were not involved in the process fo
or evaluation of the proposal. All requests for review will be treated as
relevant Funding Agencies.

ed by the Call
snational eligibility checks
ntial but shared with the

4.4 Time schedule

Table 3: Time schedule for DUT Call 2026

17 November 2026 (13:00 CET) Deadline submission o
December 2026

February 2027
March 2027

15 April 2027 (13:00 CEST)

May 2027
June 2027
July 2027

July 2026

consortium is respo
proposal.

or choosing the approach that best fits the objectives and positioning of their

The criteria will be used for both evaluating the pre-proposals and the full proposals. Criteria with
asterisk* are used only for the evaluation of full proposals.

Table 4: Evaluation criteria for DUT Call 2026

Excellence - Relevance and Merit 5 points
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1. Clarity and pertinence of the objectives
2. Credibility of the proposed approach and soundness of the concept
3. Added value of transnational cooperation
4. Clarity and feasibility of the project design and of the proposed methodology*
5. Identification of risks and mitigation plan*
Sub-criteria adapted to ROA: Sub-criteria adapted to IOA:
e Originality, contribution to new strategic e Innovativeness of the approach compared to
knowledge, progress beyond the state of the existing solutions an business-as-usual
il )
Impact and User Engagement (societal and broader impacts of project 5 points
results)

1. Relevance to the Call topic(s) (see expected outcom
Integration of diversity and gender perspectives i
alternatively, please instead include an explan

3. Engagement of stakeholders (e.g. communitie
industry)

4. Effectiveness of the proposed measures for the disse
results (*) both at the transnationa the regional le

on and/or exploitation of project

Sub-criteria adapted to ROA: -criteria a to IOA:

e Potential of the project to provide insight of the project and/or capacity to
an important societal issue and produce u demand or a need*
knowledge for stakeholders*

Quality and Efficiency of Project Implementation 5 points

e and expertise of the consortium to address the
ss-sectorial collaboration, and co-creation aspects

1. Composition, qu
project goals (inclu

asibility and a
lobal value for

Appropriate of the management structures and procedures, including risk, quality and
innovation management as well as data concerns, for example GDPR risks, risks associated with
access to data, etc.*

8. Consideration of regulatory and ethics issues, when necessary*

9. Consideration of data management issues (if applicable to the proposal), such as access to data,
data processing, data quality, etc., for example by providing a Data Management Plan*

Evaluation scores will be awarded for each of the three main criteria and not for the individual sub-
criteria. Sub-criteria are aspects that the experts will consider in the assessment of that criterion.
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A scoring system from 0 to 5 will be used to evaluate each proposal with respect to each evaluation
criterion, using the following definitions for the scores:

Table 5: Scoring system for DUT Call 2026

5 Excellent. The proposal successfully addresses all aspects of the criterion.

4 Very good. The proposal addresses the criterion very well, but small improvements are
possible.

3 Good. The proposal addresses the criterion in question well, but certain improvements are
necessary.

2 Fair. The proposal generally addresses the criterion, but there nificant weaknesses
that need corrections.

1 Poor. The proposal shows serious weaknesses in relation

0 Failure. The proposal fails to address the criterion in g e assessed because

of missing or incomplete information.

The Expert Panel will have the ability to use half marks in

The thresholds for a project to be considered for fundi i nd 10 for
the overall score.

4.6 Conflicts of interest (Exp

All necessary measures will be taken by the ¢ ia bsence of conflict of interests
(Cols) of Expert Panel members with respect t

The Expert Panel members (reviewers) will be a
their evaluation duty and will sign on-disclosu v ent concerning all documents and the entire

process. In case of breachi ber will be discharged from participation in the
Expert Panel.

The Call Secretariat wi ols before sending the proposals to the
reviewers. Reviewers are b iving the proposals whether there is a Col with any
of the consortium partners o been asked to assess. Reviewers will sign a formal
declaration t ticipate in the Call nor have any conflicting interests regarding the
consortiu j they reviewed.
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5 Project implementation

This Call is part of the DUT Partnership that includes various joint programme activities (e.g. knowledge
sharing, networking) described in this section.

Projects funded via this Call will become part of the DUT Partnership R&I portfolio. Participants of projects
funded via this Call are expected to actively participate in the programme activities and to consider this in
the planning of their project proposal by including budget to participate in the amme activities.

5.1 Consortium agreement

Each funded project is required to have a signed consortium agree
six months following the start of the project?°.

een all partners within

For projects involving enterprises, the signature of the CA is
Article 27 of the EC Framework for State aid for research

d prior to the st
velopment and innov

the project: see

The CA must address, as a minimum, the following topi

1. Internal organisation and management of the cons
2. Sharing of risks and results

3. Dissemination and exploitation of re
4. Intellectual property arrangements
5. Settlement of internal disputes.

Additional national/regional Funding Agencies’
the date of the signature, may also apply.

The DESCA model may be at gning the CA. Please note that the DESCA model
CA was written for Horizon i acting as the sole Funding Agency. Thus, several

ing the requirement for a CA, including

, on an annual basis, including a description of their transnational
mmary of the project status. A reporting template will be provided on

survey includes ke
of the Call.

ance indicators for project progress and their contribution to the overall aim

The Call Secretariat will publish detailed guidelines to assist projects with their transnational reporting
duties.

5.2.0 Programme activities

To foster exchange between the projects, dissemination and communication to stakeholders, decision
makers and the public, and to refine and identify challenges and objectives for future Calls, the DUT

20 Some Funding Agencies may have stricter rules; please check your national/regional agency’s National Annex.
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Partnership has established a multi-layered scheme of mandatory activities, opportunities and support for
projects.

Time and budget (including travel expenses) of a maximum of EUR 30 000 should be reserved by the
consortium for these programme activities.

5.2.1 Mandatory project events

Three project events are foreseen to foster exchange between all projects of this Call. A project kick-off
will be organised in 2027, a mid-term event in 2028 and a final event in 2029/2030. Two of these
meetings will be hybrid and we expect 2-3 partners per project to attend on si ile at least one event
will be online only. Active participation of the funded projects is mandatory, y preparing short
project presentations and/or posters.

In addition, funded projects should plan to contribute to at least one er year. Examples of
; participation in

stakeholder dialogues; workshops to reflect research results; a to promote and

Municipalities who are partners in funded projects shoul i el. The
DUT City Panel is a collaborative platform facilitating co i ion, exchange,
and engagement with cities relating to the strategic priorit Partnership. More specifically,
the DUT City Panel supports cities in their transition challeng gthening existing skills and tools to
boost urban change and transformation toward resilient cities. Involving the
experience, needs and requirements of mun s City Panel is essential to
develop challenge driven and innovative sol he DUT City Panel can be

All consortia of funded proje regular popular science summaries (on an annual
basis) of the project conte amme activities and publications by the EC and the
DUT Partnership (e.g. websites).

ners, including summaries, abstracts, contact information,
ion on the project may be published by the DUT Partnership, its

Jetailed guidelines and templates to assist projects with these duties.

5.2.3 Supp@ [ Knowledge Hub(s)

objectives of the Knowledge Hubs are to support the projects, to gather a community around a specific
theme and to strengthen the links between the different actors (cities, stakeholders, research, innovation).

Each project must be represented by an expert who will spend at least 5 person-months on Knowledge
Hub activities.

The experts, together with the management team of the Knowledge Hub(s) and the specific TP
programme management, will work on one or more of the following themes and challenges:

- Contributing to the strategic development of the TP;
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- Synthesis results, collaboration with other projects;

- Science policy briefs, participation in specific events;

- Communication to the scientific community and stakeholders;
A mandatory work package summarises these standard activities. It remains the responsibility of each
project to nominate the expert who will best represent their project, deliver the project outputs and
participate in the writing of supporting materials (policy recommendations, white papers, etc.) This
expert must be nominated with their name and contact details, and resources (budget and staff) for this
role should be indicated.

Description of expected work:

inspiration. Achieved
ugh meetings and online

1. Meet and discuss across projects, to find synergies, overlaps, new insigh
by an ongoing exchange between Project Experts and DUT Partner Exper
written exchange.

2. Extract results and synthesise insights from projects for its tran rt materials and

project-specific innovation portfolio cases. The projects’ results will be translated
into support materials such as policy briefs, webinars, toolki rmats that
synthesise learnings, tools, and insights from DUT project

3. Transfer insights, learnings and produced materials The
insights, learnings and materials produced will be dissemi ate transfer from science to
policy and practice. Each project plays a key role in transferr rials to relevant target groups.

Deliverables and month of delivery:

o 1. Inputs for innovation portfolio (desc i ution(s), with relevance for
achieving sustainability and liveability d with potential for scaling).

(M18)
o« 2. Summary of learnings and result € ger) (M12)
e 3. Summary of | ar 2 (one pager) (M24)
o 4, Summary year 3 (one pager) (M36)

ion and communication of project results at international level, while

providing exchange and have interactive learning together. The main aims of this
opportunity a rojects on global collaboration and capacity building, gather a community
around a specif D ance the links between the different actors (cities, stakeholders, research,
innovation).

Within this Call, projects are invited to participate in the activities and formats of the MI UTM, by
nominating at least one city representative to act as the project representative for MI UTM.

The projects are invited to allocate project budget to the participation in MI UTM activities. We estimate
that two person-months should be sufficient for this role.

The city representatives acting as project representative in MI UTM could work on one or more of the
following topics and formats:

e Engaging in knowledge-transfer and capacity building opportunities with UTM cities to accelerate
their journey to net-zero, resilient and inclusive futures through dedicated tailor-made trainings
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and knowledge sharing offers in seven main research clusters (Transport, Energy, Water, NBS,
Governance, Finance, Data & Scenarios).

e Access and engage in an online global platform for knowledge exchange (the UTM Centre), that
provides cities with direct access to good practices, expert advice, integrated solutions, peer-
learning opportunities and guidance for each step of their city climate journey.

e Co-creating and co-hosting of thematic sessions in the framework of international events;
contributing and participating in an annual UTM Global Innovation Summit

By joining the UTM cohort cities can also access:

e A globally designed framework helping cities to strengthen their own cli
prioritise actions, and reap the benefits of systemic approaches to r

e Direct support to identify needs-based solutions in partnerships wi
Alliance of partners, including national policymakers, private s
international organizations.

e Pilot opportunities to apply innovation, test and scale up
Global Innovation Alliance.

e Curated access to technical assistance, signposting
finance, through a dedicated helpdesk.

plans and strategies,
eir net-zero target.

e UTM Global Innovation
ncial institutions and

hip with the UTM's

blended

ding and investmen

5.3 Publications and dissemination

5.3.0 Communication Strategy

To ensure efficient communication and disse
proposals include communication activities in ¢
project work packages (WPs).

es, it is encouraged that all
deliverables from each of the

A communication plan is a mand project shall have dedicated
budget and personnel for co ) i € one person assigned as the ambassador for
communication activities . nication activities may include, but are not
restricted to, promotio iviti ebinars, seminars, publications), speaking at
external events, writing k t's audience, and sharing results with the
wider DUT community. Te R g e communication plan will be provided by the Call
Secretariat/DUT

comes (e.g. publications) of transnational projects include a proper

acknowledgeme ership, the EC DG Research &Innovation, and the respective Funding

Agencies.
Guidelines and information on requirements can be found here: https://dutpartnership.eu/information-
projects

5.3.2 Open science practices, data management and data sharing

The DUT Partnership strongly promotes open science and communicating the open science principles to
the research community, as well as to other stakeholder communities (FAIR principles).
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DUT encourages funded projects to openly share research data and digital outputs to stimulate new
approaches to the collection, reuse, analysis, validation and management of data and information, thus,
increasing the transparency of the research and innovation process and robustness of the results.

However, the DUT Partnership also recognises that not all data can be shared openly, and that there will
be legitimate reasons to constrain access. For detailed information on the requirements regarding data
management within this Call, please see Annex B.

Wherever possible, funded projects are expected and obliged to provide open
(e.g., publications, data, software, models, algorithms, and workflows) thro
repositories.

s to research outputs
position in trusted

Projects are expected and obliged to share either a link to a trusted r the files themselves of

their research outputs with the Call Secretariat.

Costs of open access publications are eligible costs for many F in this Call and
therefore sufficient budget should be reserved for open acc blications where eli Details on
whether these costs are eligible can be found in the resp encies’ Natio nex (see
Annex A).

5.4 Personal data protection

The provisions of the General Data Protectia ation (GDPR) e complied with by the Call
Secretariat and the Funding Agencies partici 2 organisatio is Call with respect to the
processing of personal data. Depending on the Funding Agency, different
national laws might apply, and different electro ed regarding the processing of
personal data.

By submitting an applicatio e use, processing and retention of their

of the GDPR (2016/679) and for the purposes of:

In addition, bmitting ap application, the Applicants agree to share their personal data with funders
based outside t onomic Area (EEA) and with reviewers (some of which may be based
outside the EEA) i o the above activities.

Funders and reviewers‘may link the data that Applicants provide in the application with national,
bibliographic or external research funding data which is available through public subscription-based
databases (e.g. Scopus, Web of Science, etc.) or other national/open datasets.

5.5 "Do No Significant Harm” (DNSH) principle

21 Last name, first name of the persons involved, date of birth, professional contact information, degree(s), position (current
and previous), fields of activity, place of work, organisation, address(es), curriculum vitae, ORCID number, name and
reference of projects, pre-proposals, full project proposals (scientific document, administrative and financial appendix).
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The R&I activities and projects funded within the DUT Partnership are obliged not to support or carry out
activities that make a significant harm to any of the six environmental objectives as defined in Article 17
on the establishment of a framework to facilitate sustainable investment (EU Taxonomy Regulation).

A
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6 Contact details and other information

General information on the Call

Updated information on this Call and all relevant documents/templates are published on the DUT
Partnership Website.

If you have questions on the general Call process and proposal submission, please contact the Call
Secretariat.

DUT Call Secretariat

Elena Simion (UEFISCDI - Executive Agency for Higher Education, Re
Innovation Funding), Amina Ghorbel and Pascal Bain (ANR - Agen
Maria Rachele Nocera (MUR - Ministero dell'Universita e della Ri

Development and
de la Recherche),

Email address of the Call Secretariat: Call

Contact points of participating Funding Agencies

For questions regarding specific Funding Agencies’ rules
Specific Funding Agencies’ Budgets and Rules of Eligibility”
by contacting the indicated national contact persons at the pa

nal information can be obtained
ing Funding Agencies.
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Annex A: Specific Funding Agencies’ Budgets and Rules of Eligibility

The following tables are presented to give some guidance to the applicants when considering the consortium building process and to make it easier to read the
specific Funding Agencies’ rules.

Please consult Table 3 for the detailed eligibility criteria for each Funding Agency.

Table 1: Participating Funding Agencies: budget, RDI activities, topics and organisations eligible for funding

Applied research 400k for Applied
Austria FFG 3.7 1,7 1| 1 A Research 400-500k 3 | 15-18 | Yes | Yes Yes Yes
Innovation .
500k for Innovation
YES
only if
in
Indicative 2-3 collabo
maximum: months ration YES if
Belgium / Applied research 499k€E, prior after with at econo
9 FIO / VLAIO 0.8M€ | YES YES| YES PP ) 800k€ contact with decisio - NO least 1 YES mic
Flanders Innovation ) . L
VLAIO is n at Flemis activit
necessary if DUT- h ies
higher is needed level busine
ss
organis
ation
YES for
specific
2.3 un;;/ers
months v
college
Belgium / Practice oriented after and
FIO / VLAIO 0.6M€ | YES YES| YES 440k€E 300kE decisio 2 . NO NO NO
Flanders research n at integra
DUT- ted
univers
level .
oity
educati
ons
Strategic research
Croatia HRZzz 0.4M| YES YES| YES Applied research 200K 200K 12 2 YES NO NO NO
Innovation
2,26M
(pending Strategic research
Denmark IFD final | YES| YES| YES |- Applied research 300 per partner 200-500 34 | 810 | YES | YES YES YES
) 500 per project
approval Innovation
)
Finland Business 3Me| YES | YEs| ves |- Applied research N/A 200-500K€E NA | 46 | YES | NO YES NO
Finland Innovation
Strategic
research
Germany DLR 3.0| Yes No| No Applied 500/350/400 100-500 4 6-9 Yes Yes Yes Yes
Research
Innovation
) 3-4
- Strategic 300 000 EUR months
research /project from
- Applied 150 000 EUR the yes, as
(industrial) ) partner
research — /partner submis of a
Hungary NKFIH 1 M EUR X X X . 200 000 EUR 0-300 sion 3-6 YES X YES YES
- Innovation/Ex . main
. /partner if the cut-off .
perimental ) applica
Hungarian partner date of
development ) ) nt
L is the main the
- Feasibility applicant nationa
Study PP
| call
300 per project or VES, VES, YbES;,
per project o Univer | but | YES, but | °Y
325 per project if . only
- sities | only as| only as
Applied research Dutch UAS s the of artner artner as
The Netherlands SIA 1.2| YEs | YES| YES ppiied Main Applicant 200-325 3 4-6 (P P partn
Innovation . Applie of of
(coordinator of the ) ) er of
transnational d applica | applicant applic
) Scienc nt (UAS) PP
consortium) s (UAS) ant
(UAS)
Strategic research
Norway RCN 2,26 ME | YES YES| YES Applied research 450 K EUR 400-450 K EUR 36-38 5-6 YES YES YES YES
Innovation
- up to 250 K EUR
p.er prOJect' if a YES YES
single applicant (onl (only
from Poland as : as a
0.88 Strategic research (research approx art of part
Poland NCBR 2.65M | 0.88M 0.88M M Applied research organisation or n/a 3-6 .5to YES P rou YES of
Innovation enterprise) applies 10 9 of P group
for funding . of
entities .
entitie
) s)
- up to 450 K EUR
per project if a
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group of entities
from Poland applies
for funding
200 000,00€ (if the
regional entity is
the main applicant YES
Topic of theplr;;:z:;tional (or;rl1y if
Only| 2 Strategic research !
Portugal - Centro CCDR ; ) 100.000 € - cooper
region Centro 0.5M NO | Topic| and |- Applied research 100 000,00€ (if the 200.000 € 12 351 YES | Ltion NO NO
3| Topic Innovation ) L ;
3 regional entity is a with an
project applicant in ENESII
the context of the )
international
project)
Romania UEFISCDI 1 tbd tbd | tbd tbd tbd tbd tbd tbd tbd tbd tbd tbd
The funding
Strategic research amount per Slovak
Slovakia CVTI SR 0.1M| YES YES| YES Applied research partner in 100K 18 1 YES YES YES YES
Innovation international
projects is 100k
Slovenia ARIS 0.45| YES YES| YES Strategic research 165 165 3 2-3 YES NO NO NO
The Swedish
Research
ncil for k Eur r
Efl(\)/rro(;mgnt 300k Euro per 3|;>(|)‘<()Jjectu(zopz)ek
3,25 M Strategic research project (400k Euro Euro per project if
Sweden ! Euro (35 NO YES| NO Applied research per project if the ) 4 7-9 YES YES YES YES
Agricultural ) . ) . the Main
A M SEK) Innovation Main Applicant is ; .
Sciences Swedish). Applicant is
and Spatial Swedish).
Planning
(FORMAS)
Switzerland SNSF L8Mio| yeg | ygs| yes |- Strategic research 400 kCHF 300 kCHF 3 35 | YES | NO NO NO
CHF Applied research
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Table 2: Transition Pathways and topics coverage (X) by the Funding Agencies
Please note: The cross-cutting Topic 1 is reserved for IOA proposals only.
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Austria FFG X X
Belgium / Flanders FIO / VLAIO X X
Croatia HRzZ X X
Denmark IFD X X
Finland Business Finland X X
Germany DLR
Hungary NKFIH
The Netherlands SIA X X
Norway RCN
Poland NCBR X X
Portugal - Centro region|CCDR Centro X X
Romania UEFISCDI TBD TBD
Slovakia CVTI SR X X
Slovenia ARIS X X
The Swedish Research Council, for
Sweden Environment, Agricultural nd
Spatial Planning (FORMAS)
Switzerland SNSF X X
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Table 3: List of Funding Agencies for DUT Call 2026

Austria Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG)

Belgium / Flanders VLAIO

Croatia HRZZ

Denmark IFD

Finland BF

Germany DLR

Hungary National Research, Development and Innovation Office (NKFIH)

The Netherlands SIA

Norway RCN

Poland The National Centre for Research and Develop arodowe Centrum Badan i

Rozwoju) NCBR

Portugal, Centro region

CCDR Centro, I.P.

Romania UEFISCDI

Slovakia CVTI SR

Slovenia ARIS

Sweden The Swedish Research Counci vironment, Agricultur: ces and Spatial
Planning (FORMAS)

Switzerland Swiss National Science

DUT Call 2026
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Austria - Austrian Research Promotion Agency (FFG)

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Teresa Losek (PED, general enquiries)
E-mail: teresa.losek@ffg.at
Tel: +43 (0)5 7755-5075

Linda Lackner (PED, general enquiries)
E-mail: linda.lackner@ffg.at (PED, general enquij
Tel: +43 (0)5 7755-5049

Contact Point

Dietrich Leihs (15minC)
E-mail: dietrich.leihs@ffg.at
Tel: +43 (0)5 7755-5034
EUR 3,700,000

Funding commitment (EUR 1,700,000 for the 15m
Transition Pathway, EUR 1

ition Pathway, EU ,000 for the PED

Start and duration of contracting Start of contracting ph
phase Duration: 3 months

Approximate earliest possible

starting date (nationally) October - November 2027

Anticipated number of projects to
be funded by the funding partner

Maximum funding per awarded maximum E r 00 per project
project t es F&E-Projekt der Experimentellen

s, research institutes, SMEs and large companies, cities,

Eligibility of a partner as a Os (legal entities) are eligible for funding. The complete

beneficiary institution

Eligible topics

on Pathway: all topics

- CUE Transition Pathway: all topics

Applied research (Kooperatives F&E-Projekt der Industriellen Forschung; TRL 2-4),
ovation / implementation (Kooperatives F&E-Projekt der Experimentellen

lung; TRL 5-8)

National application via eCall is mandatory:
e Submission deadline pre-proposals: November 19th, 2026 at 12.00 (CET)
e Submission deadline full proposals: April 20th, 2027 at 12.00 (CEST)

All Austrian partners in one project must select the same research type.

For the research types “Applied research” and “Innovation/Implementation” at
least one business enterprise that receives funding is mandatory as a
partner in any transnational consortium involving Austrian partners. It is not
mandatory for this enterprise to be located in Austria.

Additional eligibility criteria for the Participation (as the main applicant, a co-applicant or a cooperation partner) of an
funding agency Austrian municipality or municipal (directly or indirectly owned) company
is desirable (though not mandatory). In case of a cooperation partner, an Lol
must be submitted (via eCall) in the full proposal stage.

For consortia that do not yet have an established connection to such a partner, the
Salzburger Institut fir Raumordnung & Wohnen (SIR) offers to put applicants in
contact with city administrations of the Austrian pioneer cities and pionier small
and medium cities. For this purpose, SIR provides an information sheet, which

DUT Call 2026 Call Text Page 51/98


mailto:teresa.losek@ffg.at
mailto:linda.lackner@ffg.at
mailto:dietrich.leihs@ffg.at
https://ecall.ffg.at/Cockpit/Cockpit.aspx
https://service.salzburg.gv.at/sendy/download?key=xCVV7QaKyRmRSvSG8tmKCtHQUqNZUpx1

Transitions

Driving Urban

must be completed and sent to the following contact persons by September 30,
2026:
e Tabea Klier (tabea.klier@salzburg.gv.at, +43 5 7599 725-35)

Consortia that are already in contact/cooperating with a communal partner do not
have to contact SIR and should instead contact this partner directly.

At least one Austrian partner must actively partake in the learning environment,
provided in the framework of the ,Pionierstéddte" programme.
The costs for this activity (approximately €2,000 per project year) are fundable.

Eligible costs

e Personnel costs
e Overhead costs (flat rate)
e Use of R&D infrastructure
o Costs of materials
e Third-party costs
e Travel costs
e Costs for participation in the
environment
For detailed information see th

ogramme learning

enleitfaden” o G website linked below.

Website with additional information

tbd

Additional information

Further details may b call text, which c ound on the
FFG website linked ab
For projects awarded fun
annual basis is mandatory.

We highly recommend to cont

d financial reporting via eCall on an

uring the preparation of the proposal.

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises N/A 55% 35%
Medium Enterprises N/A 70% 50%
Small Enterprises N/A 80% 60%
Universities, public research organisations N/A 85% 60%
Public authorities N/A 80% 60%
Associations without economic activities, NGOs  [N/A 80% 60%
Large Enterprises N/A 55% 35%
Ty
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Belgium / Flanders - FIO / VLAIO

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Veerle Desmet
Contact Point veerle.desmet@vlaio.be
+32 24324302

Funding commitment 800.000€ (business organisations & municipalities) an

00.000€ (university colleges)

Start and duration of contracting Start: July 2027

phase Duration: 2-3 months
Approximate earliest possible September 2027
starting date (nationally) Projects are allowed to start without a

Anticipated number of projects to

be funded by the funding partner 46

Ma)fimum funding per awarded Indicative <500.000€ (busi isati tact with

project VLAIO is necesssary if a ing i . versity colleges)
Eligible partners are Flemish e i d non-profit organisations (with legal entity,

nders). Scientific partners can be involved as
should demonstrate their viability and

Eligibility of a partner as a NEW since 2

beneficiary institution least 1 Flemi§ iti /www.vlaio.be/nl/media/2361
NEW since 20 igibili r i , and for integrated university

educations spe € i

conditions https:/ . stwerk/tetra Applicants need to provide a

contribution to the project (7.5%) from private partners.

Eligible topics

Eligible type of research anc imental development; practice-oriented research; TRL 3-7

5, a national (online) submission is required already at pre-proposal phase.

dditional templates to be completed can be found on the VLAIO website. These
es are mandatory to check the national eligibility and must be submitted online
e date of the call deadline.

There will be an online information session (in Dutch!) on September 8t" at 2
p.m., please check www.vlaio.be for further details.

Please note that in the context of DUT VLAIO does not allow multiple funding; the
principal investigator should clearly state how the proposed project differs from other
granted projects.

Additional eligibility cr » for the There are additional templates to be completed by Flemish applicants.

funding agency A consortium agreement will be needed 4 months after project starting date. We
strongly advise the consortium to prepare a draft consortium agreement sooner.

We strongly recommend Flemish applicants to get in contact with VLAIO as
soon as possible and ultimately 2 weeks before the deadline to check the
eligibility aspects.

- Staffing costs

Eligible costs - Overhead costs (max. 25k€ per FTE) including travel costs
- Operational costs

- Third-party services
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- Investment costs

Website with additional information www.vlaio.be

- Industrial development projects:
https: i idi

- Industrial research projects:
https://www.vlaio.be/nl/subsidies-financiering/onderzoeksproject

www.vlaio.be/nl/subsidies-financiering/ontwikkelingsproject

Additional information -
https:

Local authorities in cooperation with a Flemish enterprise:
www.vlaio.be/nl/media/2361

- University colleges, and integrated universit
https://www.vlaio.be/nl/vlaio-netwerk/tet

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises n/a 50-65% 25-40%

Medium Enterprises n/a 60-70% 35-50%

Small Enterprises n/a 70% 45-60%

Unlver§|ty colleges, and integrated university n/a 92.5% 02.5%

educations
As subcontractor/ As subcontractor/research

Universities, public research organisations n/a research partner with an |partner with an eligible
eligible Flemish partner |Flemish partner

Public authorities n/a 80% 80%

Associations (and NGOs) without economic Oply as st.}bf:ontracto_r Only as subcontractor with an

A n/a with an eligible Flemish L )

activities eligible Flemish partner
partner
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Croatia - HRZz

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

_ ) ic E-mail: i .
Contact Point Iva Spoljar Saric E-mail: iva@hrzz.hr

Tanja Lukanovic, E-mail: tanja@hrzz.hr

Funding commitment EUR 400,000

*when will the contr;
reached in July 2

phase start if the Call decision is
many months does it
proposals have their

Start and duration of contracting phase

Approximate earliest possible starting date (nationally) nal payment cannot be made before

Anticipated number of projects to be funded by unding
partner

Maximum funding per awarded project

ic higher education institutions and

Eligibility of a partner as a benefi earch institutes.

Eligible topics Strategic and applied research, innovation

Eligible type of research an Basic and applied research (TRL 1-4)

Croatian applicants do not need to submit (pre)proposals
at the national level. However, they are strongly
recommended to contact the HRZZ at the pre-proposal and
full proposal stage.

Eligible applicants are:

= Higher education institutions
e funding agency = Scientific institutes

= Other research-oriented institutions that employ at least
five PhD holders under employment contracts lasting more
than one year.

Eligible costs according to the national rules outlines in the
Guidelines for Applicants to the Calls of the Croatian Science
Foundation in 2025. These include:

Eligible costs . ) -
1. Research costs, 2. Equipment costs, 3. Dissemination,

training and collaboration costs, 4. Open Access publication
costs, 5. Indirect costs and 6. Salary costs for senior
assistants employed on the project.

Website with additional information https://hrzz.hr/programi/medunarodna-suradnja/
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https://hrzz.hr/wp-content/uploads/Upute-za-
prijavitelje-na-natjecaje-Hrvatske-zaklade-za-znanost-
u-2025.pdf

Additional information

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises

Medium Enterprises

Small Enterprises

University colleges, and integrated university
educations

Universities, public research organisations 100% 100% 100%

Public authorities

Associations (and NGOs) without economic
activities
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(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Contact Point

Mathias Holm Tveen

E-mail: mathias.holm.tveen@innofond.dk

Tel: +45 6190 5073

General mailbox: international@innofond.

Funding commitment

MEUR 2

Start and duration of contracting
phase

Start: August 2027

Duration: 3 months

Approximate earliest possible
starting date (nationally)

1 October 2027

Anticipated number of projects to
be funded by the funding partner

8-10

Maximum funding per awarded
project

Eligibility of a partner as &
beneficiary institution

The maxin equested fundi unt per Danish partner is 300.000 €.

r project, if the project has more

between 25-90% apply, according to the

directly involved in activities in the projects are eligible
on Fund Denmark.

east one IFD-funded Danish or Greenlandic partner that
thority, hospital, GTS institute, end-user or stakeholder
‘ganisation, or national cluster organisation.

are eligible.

of research and TR

All TRL levels are eligible.

Submission of the (pre)proposal at
the national level

Approximately 2-4 weeks after the deadline for pre-proposals, Danish applicants
will be directly invited to submit the project proposal with annexes to the national
e-grant system.

At that point, non-public organizations will also be requested to submit additional
financial declarations. You can find more in advance about these declarations as
well as the templates on our website, under ‘Documents’.

e All non-public organisations will be requested to upload a ‘No
undertaking in difficulty’ declaration and a “Financial and legal
declaration”.

e In addition, SME’s will also be required to upload an ‘SME declaration’.

e  Only if requesting de minimis funding, then a ‘de minimis aid compliance
form’ is required.

DUT Call 2026
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Additional eligibility criteria for the
funding agency

All Danish applicants must be registered as legal entities based in Denmark.
Foreign entities not funded by their national authorities can be subcontractors to
Danish partners after approval by IFD.

Legal entities established in Greenland may be eligible for funding by IFD,
provided that at least one other Danish partner in the project receives funding
from IFD. Eligibility is contingent on prior written approval from IFD. Greenlandic
applicants must obtain such approval before submitting an application.

Projects must include at least one IFD-funded
is a company, public authority, hospital, GT:
organisation, or national cluster organisati

or Greenlandic partner that
ute, end-user or stakeholder

Applicants do not need to submit an e initial call deadline.
Submissions to IFD only take plac i eive an invitation to
the e-grant platform.

Eligible costs

. Salaries
. Travel

e  Subcontracting
° Materials

e  Communication and

Website with additional informatig

For more de ternational Collaborations.
For general i :
Innovation F ional Collaborations Website

ditions from Innovation Fund Denmark, please see:

ational Collaborations

Additional information

on-economic activities can apply using a funding rate
> 'multiplied by the GTS cost factor. GTS institutes
orming eco activities can apply using the rates for enterprises.

(b) Fundin

Large Enterprises N/A GBER: 65% GBER: 40%
9 P De minimis: 50% De minimis: 25%

. . GBER: 75% GBER: 50%
Medium Enterprises N/A De minimis: 60% De minimis: 35%

. GBER: 75% GBER: 50%

Small Enterprises N/A De minimis: 60% De minimis: 35%
Unlverslty colleges, and integrated university N/A 90% 90%
educations
Universities, public research organisations N/A 90% 90%
Public authorities N/A 90% 90%
Ass_oq_atmns (and NGOs) without economic N/A Rates for enterprises Rates for enterprises
activities
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Finland - Business Finland

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

dut@businessfinland.fi

Contact Point Kaisa Holma

Sini Uuttu

Funding commitment EUR 3 000 000

Start and duration of contracting N/A

phase

Projects are allowed to start wit signed contra plicants’ own risk.
Approximate earliest possible Costs for a Business Finland f] project are eligible e date on which
starting date (nationally) Business Finland has recei erwise stated in

Anticipated number of projects to

be funded by the funding partner 4-6

Maximum funding per awarded
project

arch organisations domiciled in Finland

-financed cooperation partners with

partners, in€
participation
anager. in acca

elf-financed company cooperation partners must register

their project costs in the DUT Submission Platform
ance with the instructions.

organisations participate as beneficiaries, the consortium
shall include at least two Finnish export-oriented companies with their own

of a partner as a
institution

nt project may not exceed 60%. The total eligible costs shall include the
budgets of Finnish sub-projects, including R&D projects carried out by

self-financed cooperation partners. Accordingly, at least 40% of the total

eligible costs of the Finnish sub-consortium shall consist of companies’ R&D
projects.

e Beneficiary partners applying for funding need to fulfil Business Finland
general funding criteria. The following Business Finland funding services are
applied under this call:

- Research and Development funding for individual participating companies:
https://www.businessfinland.fi/en/services/funding/funding-
services/research-and-development-funding/

- Co-Innovation funding for projects involving two or more companies, as well
as for joint consortia consisting of research organisations and companies:
https://www.businessfinland.fi/en/services/funding/funding-
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services/cooperation-between-companies-and-research-organizations/co-
innovation/

Following criteria are applied to companies:

¢ Finnish business ID, genuine business activities in Finland and created value
accumulates in the Finnish company

e VVersatile expertise and team, employs at least two persons full-time in
Finland

e Has secured the total financing for the project duration,

e Has the capabilities to implement an ambiti
e Aiming to grow in the international ma

e Aims to develop significant intern ss, competitive edge on the

o If the company has s Finland, the
project applied for f previously
funded projects. In ad g of further funding must be

appropriate considering tl s demonstrated progress and stage of
development.

Eligible topics

Eligible type o

Applied research, experimental development, research together with
mpanies TRL: 3-8

1: Submission not required to Business Finland.

Stage 2: A Project Consortium invited to submit a full proposal must submit a
national funding application using Business Finland online service by the same
deadline as for DUT Submission Platform UDiManager. Applicants failing to
comply with this requirement are considered not eligible for funding.

Additional eligibility criteria for the funding
agency

Business Finland general funding criteria as well as general terms and conditions
are applied: https://www.businessfinland.fi/en/services/funding/funding-

services/

Funding awarded is grant. Under this call, companies may, on an exceptional
basis, be granted a grant covering eligible costs also for experimental
development/innovation projects.

Stated funding rates are maximums. The funding rates for companies will be
assessed and defined during application processing based on the share of
industrial research costs of the project budget.

Eligible costs

According to Business Finland general funding terms and conditions for research
organisations and companies' R&D projects, eg.
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e Salaries and wages
¢ Indirect personnel costs
e Overheads

e Travel expenses

e Purchased services

e Equipment, materials and supplies

Website with additional information TBC

Additional information )
process as possible.

For further information please check national
Finland webpages. Please contact Busines

g call information on Business

d for guidance as early in the

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises n/a Max 50% Max 40%
Medium Enterprises n/a Max 60% Max 50%
Small Enterprises n/a Max 60% Max 50%
University colleges, and integrated university n/a Research organisations: n/a
educations Max 80%
Universities, public research organisations n/a Max 80% n/a
Public authorities n/a n/a n/a
Associations (and NGOs) without economic

o n/a n/a n/a
activities
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Germany - DLR

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Dr. Konstanze Ameskamp

E-Mail: konstanze.ameskamp@dIr.de Tel.: +49 228 3821 2608

Contact Point
Dr. Carmen Richerzhagen

E-Mail: carmen.richerzhagen@dIr.de Te 228 3821 2090

Funding commitment EUR 3,000,000

Start and duration of contracting Start: August 2027

hase
P Duration: 4 months

Approximate earliest possible

202
starting date (nationally) January 2028

Anticipated number of projects to

be funded by the funding partner 6-9

EUR 500,000

A maximum of t project will be funded.

Maximum funding per awarded ed project partner (project applicant): EUR 350,000.

project . L : :
arded project coordination (main applicant): 400,000.
s 20% lump sum (“Projektpauschale”).

partner: EUR 100,000

itted by Germany-based universities, non-university research

Eligibility of a partner as a -
- itutes, civil society organisations, public authorities, municipalities, commercial

beneficiary i

8 City Pathway topic 2

strategic (basic) research
applied research

experimental development

Preproposals (Projektskizzen): No submission at national level.

Submission of the (pre
the national level Proposals (Projektantraege): Submission via national application system “easy-online"
(applicants selected for submission of a proposal will be contacted by DLR).

Additional eligibility criteria for the
funding agency

Personnel costs (Personalausgaben / -kosten)

Eligible costs Operational costs (Verwaltungsausgaben / -kosten)

Indirect costs (Gemeinkosten)

Subcontracting (Vergabe von Auftragen)
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Travel costs (Dienstreisen)

Investment costs (investive MaBnahmen)

Website with additional information |APplicants are strongly advised to consult the BMFTR guidelines on eligible costs (Richtlinien flr
Zuwendungsantraege (AZA/AZK).

Additional information

Projects will be funded under the BMFTR funding

Participation (as the main applicant, a co-applicant or a cooperation partner) of
German non-academic organisations, e.g. municipalities, business organisations and
companies, NGOs and similar, is desirable (though no

ndatory).

“Social-Ecological Research”.

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises N/A 50-65 % 25-40 %
Medium Enterprises N/A 50-75 % 25-50 %
Small Enterprises N/A 50-80 % 25-60 %

University colleges, and integrated university
educations

Up to 100 %

Up to 100 %

Up to 100 %

Universities, public research organisations

Up to 100 %

Up to 100 %

Up to 100 %

Public authorities

N/A

Up to 100 %

Up to 100 %

Associations (and NGOs) without economic
activities

N/A

DUT Call 2026
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Hungary — NKFIH

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Ms. Barbara Kiss

ncp@nkfih.gov.hu
+36 1 795 9500

Contact Point

Funding commitment EUR 1,000,000

Start and duration of contracting 3-4 months from the submission cut-o
phase 2027 will be announced in 2026 Q1

| call. Cut-off dates for

Approximate earliest possible Contracting is expected in 2028 for reimbursement of

starting date (nationally) costs from the start of the in

ry. Applicants are e

Anticipated number of projects to

be funded by the funding partner |° ©

Maximum funding per awarded
project

Eligibility of a partner as a S ituti sed research organizations, enterprises
beneficiary institution i tions, urban/local authorities (as

Eligible topics

Eligible type of research ang ; ategic (basic) research, applied research, experimental

Submission of the (pre)p
the national level

overhead, overhead for travel related activities. Please check the national call.

National call:
https://nkfih.gov.hu/palyazoknak/nkfi-alap/horizont-europa-europai-partnersegek-
magyar-szervezetek-tamogatasa-2024-121-he-partnerseg/palyazati-felhivas

Website with add

Information on the partnership:
https://horizonteuropa.nkfih.gov.hu/fokuszteruletek/gazdasag-zold-atmenete/dut

Additional information

(b) Funding rates:
Please check the national call.

Large Enterprises 100% 65% 40%
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Medium Enterprises 100% 75% 50%
Small Enterprises 100% 80% 60%
University colleges, and integrated university 100% 100% 100%
educations
Universities, public research organisations 100% 100% 100%
Public authorities n.a. 65% 40%
Associations (and NGOs) without economic up to the up to the organisation’s S,
o P up to the organisation’s type
activities organisation’s type [type

A
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The Netherlands - Taskforce for Applied Research SIA (Regieorgaan SIA)

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Contact Point

Hanneke Jansen, +31 6 51 01 63 89
Marcus van Leeuwen, +31 6 12 25 32 27
dutp@regieorgaan-sia.nl

Funding commitment

€ 1.200.000

Start and duration of contracting
phase

Start: September 2027

Duration: 2-3 months, no longer than 6

Approximate earliest possible
starting date (nationally)

November 2027

Anticipated number of projects to
be funded by the funding partner

4-6

Maximum funding per awarded
project

€ 300.000 if Dutch unive
project

Eligibility of a partner as a
beneficiary institution

national main
application to

based in The Netherlands may be funded within the project,
rtner of the Dutch University of applied sciences. Large

organisations other than UAS, please refer to Annex A for the
ational eligibility requirements of NWO.

Eligible tg

pe of research and

Applied research, practice-oriented research and innovation.

Submission of th
the national level

This is not necessary, however please note applicants are required to submit a
mandatory SIA budget form in the Full Proposal stage, as well as a de minimis form
for each funded consortium partner, unless they classify as a research organisation
as defined in article 1.1, paragraphs 1 and 4, of the NWO Grant Rules 2024. This
budget form and the de minimis form will be made available on the callpage of
Regieorgaan SIA before the full proposal phase. The forms must be submitted by e-
mail to dutp@regieorgaan-sia.nl by the submission deadline for Full Proposals.

Additional eligibility criteria for the
funding agency

The board of the UAS has to be informed about the submission of this proposal and
needs to agree with its content.

Participation of a cooperation partner based in The Netherlands in the transnational
consortium is mandatory.

A minimum of 20% in-kind contribution of the requested subsidy, by the UAS or its
partners based in the Netherlands, is required.
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As a researcher, you may only be involved as Principal Investigator (PI) for your
University of Applied Sciences once in this Call for proposals.

All funded consortium partners, meaning consortium partners that are to receive
subsidy from SIA through the main applicant are subject to the de minimis regulation
(Regulation (EU) no. 1407/2013 of the European Commission of 18 December 2013),
unless they classify as a research organisation as defined in article 1.1, paragraphs 1
and 4, of the NWO Grant Rules 2024. Based on the de minimis regulation,
consortium partners may receive a maximum of €300,000 in government support
over a period of three years. By completing the de minimis statement, consortium
partners declare that in the event of the award of a t by SIA, they will not
exceed the de minimis threshold. If a consortium finds that the de minimis
threshold will be exceeded with the grant from d other possible de minimis
aid), this consortium partner cannot receive from SIA through the main
applicant. The main applicant must take t ount when drawing up the

part of the full proposal.

Eligible cos

Personnel costs

le 16.

otal the maximum allowed funding for other consortium partners, excluding the

It is allowed for students, connected to the university of applied sciences, to work
within the project. If the students contribute as part of their curriculum, the rate
according to the usual internship fee of the college or university applies.

For students employed as student assistants, the rate according to Handbook of
Government Rates (HOT), Table 2 under 2.2 “"Gemiddelde totale kosten per
salarisschaal CAO Rijk”, column “Uurtarief productieve uren, ex btw”, scale 1,
applies.

Material Costs

Material costs include consumables, test setups, open access publications, hiring
third parties, citizen science, (inter)national travel and accommodation costs
(economy class), access to major (inter)national facilities and costs for permits,
software licenses, conferences, fieldwork, guest researchers and data management.

Not eligible are costs that fall under organizational infrastructure and overhead, such
as a fully functioning workstation, office automation, depreciation other than those
mentioned above, housing, insurance, administration and provisions for archiving.
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Investments

It is possible to claim costs for investments in equipment, infrastructure and other
research resources that retain economic value or can be reused after the project has
ended. Labour costs for staff who prepare the equipment, infrastructure and other
research resources for use are not considered part of the investment.

Only the depreciation costs of investments are eligible for funding. Depreciation rates
are calculated based on the purchase price excluding financing costs, a straight-line
depreciation method and an actual useful life. Depreciation costs relating to
investments made abroad cannot be claimed. A maximum of 20% of the subsidy
amount can be budgeted for investment costs.

In-kind contribution

A minimum in-kind contribution of 20% is
delivered by the UAS or its Dutch partn
either personnel or material costs.

The in-kind contribution may be
contribution may exist of

Do not hesitate to contact the n contact person of questions.

Website with additional information

More information about this s can be found at

the website of Regieorga

Universities of Applied

Additional information

The NWO Grant Rules 20
by Regieorgaan SIA.

Under the Dutch General Admin e Law Act, any interested party has the right
to lodge a by Regieorgaan SIA, within six weeks of
the date ation about the objections procedure

off indexation of personnel costs
at the time of the decision date applies and
sed for this purpose.

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises

Medium Enterprises n/a 100% 100%

Small Enterprises n/a 100% 100%

Unlver§|ty colleges, and integrated university n/a 100% 100%

educations

Universities, public research organisations n/a 100% 100%

Public authorities n/a 100% 100%

Associations (and NGOs) without economic n/a 100% 100%

activities
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(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Contact Point

Ida Ulleberg Jensen

E-mail: iuj@rcn.no
Tel: +47 92012143

Funding commitment

EUR 2,260,000

Start and duration of contracting
phase

August 2027

Duration: 3-5 months

Approximate earliest possible

project

starting date (nationally) N/A
Anticipated number of projects to 5.6
be funded by the funding partner
Maximum funding per awarded
EUR 450,000

Eligibility of a partner as a
beneficiary institution

Universiti
NGOs.

institutes, SM

large companies, public authorities,

Apply for fune

Eligible topics

Eligible type of research and

Circular Urban E

esearch, Ind |/Applied research, Experimental development/Innovation.

Submission of the (pre)p
the national level

Additional eligibility criteria fo
funding agenc

Eligible costs

dget information see: Budget (forskningsradet.no)

L applied for shall be stated in Euro. Conversion from Euro to
Norwegian kroner is based on the official exchange rate per application date for
preproposals — 17 November 2026. The official exchange rate can be found here:
InforEuro, the exchange rate of the Euro currency (europa.eu)

Support from the Research Council constitutes state aid when it is awarded to an
"undertaking", i.e. an actor that carries out an economic activity consisting of
offering products or services in a given market.

Applicants defined as an undertaking must be aware that their funding will be
given within the limits set by the State Aid Rules:

State aid (forskningsradet.no)

State aid awarded by the Research Council is granted under the General Block
Exemption Regulation for state aid, Article 25: Aid for research and development
projects. To ensure that support is awarded in compliance with the state aid rules, the
Research Council asks all applicants selected for conditional allocation of funding to

provide supplementary information. The Project Owner must be able to document that

DUT Call 2026
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its own institution and all its partners (all recipients of state aid) are eligible to receive
state aid.

Website with additional information

The Research Council of Norway (forskningsradet.no)

Additional information

After funding decision, the Norwegian part of funded projects must register
through the RCN portal. Further information will be provided to the relevant
partners. Norwegian project partners will have to report to RCN on an annual
basis following RCN guidelines and deadlines.

The participation must follow RCN's General Terms and Conditions for Research

projects or for R&D Projects.

Depending on the volume of submitted and eligi
funding may be allocated to the call to fund a

jects, up to 25 % additional
al projects on the ranking list.

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises N/A 50 % 25 %

Medium Enterprises N/A 50 % 35 %

Small Enterprises N/A 50 % 45 %

Universities, public research organisations 100 % 100 % 50 %

Public authorities 100 % 100 % 50 % (national), 75 %
(regional/local)

Associations without economic activities, NGOs [100 % 100 % 100 %
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Poland - The National Centre for Research and Developmen (NCBR)

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Name: Magdalena Guziejko

Contact Point E-Mail: magdalena.quziejko@ncbr.gov.pl

Tel. +48 664 032 123

Funding commitment 2 650 000 EUR

1. Submitting the national application form ust 2027;

2. Assessment of national application f;
2027-December 2027;

nt decisions: September

3. Signing grant agreements:

Start and duration of contracting Start: December 2027

phase
Duration: approx. 3-6 mo

Polish participants shall submit t R a copy of signed international consortium

Approximate earliest possible
starting date (nationally) funding decisio

Anticipated number of projects to

be funded by the funding partne pRrox. 5 to 10

0 EUR per project if a single applicant from Poland (a
Maximum funding per a isation or an enterprise) applies for funding

roject
proj UR per project if a group of entities from Poland applies

Research organisations (research and knowledge-dissemination
organisations);

Enterprises - SME and Large;

Groups of enterprises composed of at least two enterprises;

oups of entities composed of at least two research organisations or research
organisation and enterprise. Aforementioned group of entities may additionally
include other types of entities established as legal persons in Poland (other
than enterprises) such as:

- local government units,

- non-governmental organisations,

- inter-municipal cooperations,

Eligibility of a pa - associations of local government units.

beneficiary institutit Other types of entities than enterprises and research organisations may apply

for funding only as a part of group of entities composed of at least two research
organisations or at least one research organisation and one enterprise from
Poland. The leader of the group of entities is research organisation or
enterprise.

A condition for the participation of a group of entities as the Applicant in the call is its
formal existence on the date of submission of the pre-proposal, confirmed by its
members concluding, at least conditionally, agreement on the creation of a group of
entities.
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Entities must be established as legal persons under Polish law and conduct their|
business, R&D or any other activity on the territory of the Republic of Poland, confirmed
by an entry into the relevant register (if applicable).

For enterprises it is strongly advised to state in the pre-proposal application form the
KRS number of the enterprise and the size of the enterprise (micro/small, medium,
large).

Definitions:

Research organisation - an entity as defined in Article®2(83) of Commission Regulation
(EU) No 651/2014, and in Article 37(1) of the Act of 30 April 2010 on the National Centre
for Research and Development (Polish Journal ofdLaws 2024, item 1170 as amended),
in conjunction with Article 7(1)(1, 2, 4, 5, 6, 6@, 6b, 8) Act of 20 July 2018 of the Law
on Higher Education and Science (Polish Journal of Laws 2024, item 1571 as amended).

Enterprise - as defined in Article 1 of Annex I to Commission Regulation (EU) No
651/2014.

Local government units shall mean "commune” (*gmina”) or “district” (“powiat”) in
accordance with Polish local government acts: the Act of 8 March 1990 on commune
local government (ustawa z dnia 8 marca 1990 r. o samorzadzie gminnym) or the Act
of 5 June 1998 on district local government (ustawa z dnia 5 czerwca 1998 r. o
samorzadzie powiatowym).

Inter-municipal cooperation refers to a legally established framework for voluntary
collaboration among local government units such as:

a) inter-communal union (“zwigzekymiedzygminny”) established under Article
64(1) of the Actiof 8 March 1990 onycommune local government (ustawa z
dnia 8 marca 1990 r. Gssamorzadzie.gminnym),

b) inter-district union (“zwigzek miedzypowiatowy” ) established under Article|
65(1) of the Act of 5 June 1998 on district local government (ustawa z dnia 5
czerwca 1998 r. o samorzadzie powiatowym),

c) commune-district union (“zwigzek powiatowo-gminny”) established under
Article 72a(1-2) of the Act of 5 June 1998 on district local government (ustawa
z dnia 5 czerwca 1998 r. o samorzadzie powiatowym).

Association of local government units (“stowarzyszenie jednostek samorzadu
terytorialnego”) refers to a Polish association registered in the Polish National Court
Register (KRS) established under Article 84 of the Act of 8 March 1990 on commune
local government (ustawa z dnia 8 marca 1990 r. o samorzadzie gminnym) or Article 75
of the Act of 5 June 1998 on district local government (ustawa z dnia 5 czerwca 1998 r.
0 samorzadzie powiatowym) in conjunction with relevant provisions of the Act of 7 April
1989 - Law on Associations (ustawa z dnia 7 kwietnia 1989 r. Prawo o stowarzyszeniach).

Non-governmental organisation refers to a Polish legal person established under
provisions of the Act of 24 April 2003 on public benefit and volunteer activities (ustawa
z dnia 24 kwietnia 2003 r. o dziatalnos$ci pozytku publicznego i o wolontariacie).

Legal person - a legal entity other than a natural person, capable of having and
amending legal rights and obligations under a certain legal system, such as entering
into contracts, suing, and being sued.

Eligible topics

All

Eligible type of research and TRL

Type of research:

. Basic research (the eligible costs of fundamental research may comprise a
maximum of 10% of total eligible costs of the project)

. Industrial/Applied research,
. Experimental development,

TRL: 1-9
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We advise potential applicants to read and use ‘A Guide To The Classification of
Tasks In Socio-Economic R&D Projects’: A GUIDE TO THE CLASSIFICATION OF
TASKS IN SOCIO-ECONOMIC R&D PROJECTS - The National Centre for Research
and Development - Gov.pl website (English version) or Podrecznik kwalifikowania
zadan w projektach B+R o charakterze spoteczno-ekonomicznym - Narodowe
Centrum Badan i Rozwoju - Portal Gov.pl (Polish version)

Polish Participants will be informed and invited to submit Polish full proposal (national

application form) once the international evaluation and the ranking list of full proposals

will be established.

Only projects recommended for funding will be ask
form.

ubmit a national application

All eligible entities, invited to submit Polis sal are obliged to use the rate of

Submission of the (pre)proposal at
the national level If more than one Polish entity p e national application is

ged before the
funding decision is issue . eligibility criteria
al project consortium, the call secretariat,
NCBR, and any other fundin involved. Changes must also respect the

principle of equal treatment of a

Additional eligibility criteria for the
funding agency

st category shall not exceed 70% of all eligible costs of a

project
Travel costs

verhead costs - incurred indirectly as a result of the research project.
hat costs should account 25% of all eligible direct costs and are counted as
a multiplication by percentage given above (called x%) and the rest of direct
costs for research organizations, excluding subcontracting (5); It means 6 =
(142434+5)x25%.

Eligible

For enterprises:

1. Personnel Costs
2. R&D equipments, infra-structure use

3. Sub-contracting, third-party costs - used exclusively for the research
activity; this cost category shall not exceed 70% of all eligible costs of a
project

4. Overhead costs - incurred indirectly as a result of the research project.
That costs for enterprises include costs related to consumables, travel and
other direct costs. Additional overheads costs should account 20% of eligible
direct project costs and are counted as a multiplication by percentage given
above (called x%) and the rest of direct costs; It means 4 = (1+2+3)x20%.
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For more details on eligible costs, applicants are advised to check cost eligibility guide
(przewodnik kwalifikowalnosSci kosztéw) in the call announcement on NCBR webpage.

Website with additional information

www.ncbr.gov.pl

Additional information

All proposals must be aligned with national regulations, inter alia:

e  The Act of 20 July 2018 - Law on Higher Education and Science (Polish Journal
of Laws 2024, item 1571 as amended;

e  The Act of 30 April 2010 on the National Centr
(Polish Journal of Laws 2024, item 1170);

e  The Regulation of the Minister of Scienc
2020 on granting state aid by the Natio re for Research and Development
(Polish Journal of Laws 2025, item ded), which is in line with the
Commission Regulation (EU) No une 2014 declaring certain
categories of aid compatible wi
107 and 108 of the Treaty

e  The Regulation of the Mini ion of 17 September
2010 on the detailed tional Centre for

esearch and Development

igher Education of 19 August

Research and Deve item 1200 as
amended);
NCBR may enter into a project ovided that the participating entity:
1) is not ex i ing on the basis of:
a) 009 on Public Finance (Polish Journal

e 2012 on the consequences of
ing illegally in the territory of the Republic

of the Act of 28 October 2002 on the liability of collective
prohibited under penalty (Polish Journal of Laws 2024, item
1822 as ame d);

ot an entity ct to an obligation to repay aid because the European
issi as declared such aid unlawful and incompatible with the internal

is not in arrears with payments of public dues or with social security and health
insurance contributions,

t an undertaking in difficulty?? within the meaning of EU state aid rules and
under receivership,

is not subject to exclusion from applying for funding due to sanctions.

Large Enterprises n/a ggo/to(; 50+5/15/25 (max. ggofoo) 25+5/15/25 (max.

Medium Enterprises n/a tlnp;;:)cz 5800-2/3)0+5/15/25 ggo;:; 25+10+5/15/25 (max.
. +20+ +20+ .

Small Enterprises n/a tJn?\at: 5800°/f)0 5/15/25 380;:) 25+20+5/15/25 (max

22 The definition of an undertaking in difficulty is set out in Article 2(18) of Regulation (EU) No 651/2014
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gglij\ézﬁci)trz/scolleges, and integrated university Up to 100% Up to 100% Up to 100%
Universities, public research organisations Up to 100% Up to 100% Up to 100%
Public authorities Up to 100% Up to 100% Up to 100%
:s;e?:tiiaetsions (and NGOs) without economic Up to 100% Up to 100% Up to 100%

Funding quota of Polish participants may be up to 100% for research organisations and othe
point ‘Eligibility of a partner as a beneficiary institution’) other than enterprises (i.e. local go
organisations, inter-municipal cooperations, associations of local government units).

s of entities (as defined in
ent units, non-governmental

In case of enterprises, funding quota will be decided on a case-by-case basis dependi size of the company and type of

basic research may be granted only to research organisations a
overnment units, non-governmental organisations, inter-m

For entrepreneurs independently undertaking projec
group of enterprises), there is no possibility of increasin industrial research and experimental
development based on the condition of effective coop i tween entrepreneurs and research
organisations.
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Portugal / Centro Region of Portugal - Comissao de Coordenacao e Desenvolvimento Regional
do Centro, I.P. (CCDR Centro, I1.P.)

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Sophie Patricio // Carlos Silveira

Contact Point E-mail: ccdrc.projects@ccdre.pt

Tel: +351 239 400 100

Funding commitment 500 000 €

Once the DUT Call decision (at internati n, the beneficiaries from

Centro region will have to apply to t Call Centro2030-2025-
Start and duration of contracting 35 (SACCCT - Projetos de Ciéncia il 6pm (local time) of
phase October 27t 2027. Contracting

The activities of all part i cluded before

December 31st, 2029.

Approximate earliest possible

starting date (nationally) September 2027

Anticipated number of projects to
be funded by the funding partner

licant of the international project;

oject applicant in the context of the

Maximum funding per awarded
project

funding, the combined funding demanded by all the
exceed the maximum financial threshold established

Regional non-entrepreneurial entities from the Research and
ovation System (ENESII), namely:

Higher education institutions, their institutes and R&D units;

State laboratories, associated or international laboratories based in Centro
Region;

c) Private non-profit institutions whose main purpose is R&D activities, including
Collaborative Laboratories (CoLab) and Technology and Innovation Centres
(CTI);

Eligibility of a pa

beneficiary institut d) Other public and private non-profit institutions that carry out or take part in
research activities. These are eligible only if partnering up with one (or more)

regional institutions from the typologies listed above.

To be considered an eligible partner, all applicants must comply with the requirements
established in Call Centro2030-2025-35.

Only entities from NUTS II Centro can apply to CCDRC's funding.
The maximum funding rate to be considered is 85%.

All applicants contact CCDR Centro (through the Contact Point information) before
applying to the international DUT call.
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Eligible topics CUE: Topic 3

PED: Topic 2; Topic 3

The activities performed by regional stakeholders, within the projects, must:

i) Incorporate activities of experimental development or industrial
research, according to the concepts presented in r) and y) of article 3.°
of the Regulamento Especifico da Area Tematica Inovacgdo e Transicdo

Digital;
i) Fit the scope of the following types of opgrations:
Eligible type of research and TRL
9 P a. Scientific Research and Technol evelopment (R&D);

b. Proofs of Concept; accordi
Regulamento Especifico
Digital.

and b) of article 136.° of the
matica Inovagdo e Transicdo

To all other criteria and conditions n iti i lease consult
Regulamento Especifico da Area T,
(https://data.dre.pt/eli/port/1

When applying to the tra
Declaration: https://ris3.

Submission of the (pre)proposal at
the national level

Additional eligibility criteria for

of the following types of operations: - Scientific Research
funding agency

ological Development (R&D); - Proofs of Concept; according to
article 136.° of the Regulamento Especifico da Area
vacao e Transicao Digital.

ansicdo Digital (https://data.dre.pt/eli/port/103-a/2023/p/cons/20240808/pt/html).

igible costs of operations are financed under a simplified cost model, based on a
of €4,684 per FTE/Month.

To be
2029.

idered eligible, all expenses must be executed until the 315t of December of

ditional inform https://ris3.ccdrc.pt/index.php/iniciativas/109-iniciativas-dut/174-parceria-dut

Additional infor

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises N.A. N.A. N.A.
Medium Enterprises N.A. N.A. N.A.
Small Enterprises N.A. N.A. N.A.
University colleges, and integrated university 850 * 850 * 859 *
educations

Universities, public research organisations 85%* 85%%* 85%%*
Public authorities 85%%* 85%%* 85%%*
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Associations (and NGOs) without economic
activities

A
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Romania - UEFISCDI

TBD

A
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(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Contact Point

Juraj Fukatsch
juraj.fukatsch@cvtisr.sk
+421 917 366 290

Martina Slivkova
martina.slivkova@cvtisr.sk

Erika Jankajova
+421 904 859 228
erika.jankajova@cvtisr.sk

Funding commitment

100 000€

Start and duration of contracting
phase

Start: July 2027

Duration: 18 months

Approximate earliest possible
starting date (nationally)

July 2027

Anticipated number of projects to
be funded by the funding partner

Maximum funding per awarded
project

100 000€

Eligibility of a partner as a
beneficiary instituti

n the Slovak Republic, such as public or private research and
her education institutions, SMEs, public sector entities, and
s actively involved in research, development, and innovation.

- Non-governmental non-profit organizations

- Cluster organizations

Eligible topics

. 15minC Transition Pathway: all topics (1-3)
. Circular Urban Economies Transition Pathway: all topics (1-3)
. Positive Energy Districts Transition Pathway: all topics (1-3)

The proposed project activities must be in line with the priorities defined in the Research
and Innovation Strategy for Smart Specialisation of the Slovak Republic 2021-2027 (SK
RIS3 2021+), which serves as the strategic framework for research, development and
innovation investments in Slovakia.

All Slovak entities must have their contractual financial matters settled with CVTI
SR by the end of 2029. The proposed research activities must be carried out in Slovakia, and their
results must be applicable and utilized within the Slovak Republic's environment.

Eligible type of research and TRL

All Slovak applicants must ensure that their proposed activities are in accordance with
the national strategic framework, specifically the: Strategy for Financing the
ERDF, ESF+, CF, FST, and ENRAF 2021-2027.
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Submission of the (pre)proposal at
the national level

Proposals are to be submitted according to the regulations of both DUT and CVTI
SR, including the specific requirements of Programme Slovakia and other applicable
national rules. Submission of pre-proposal and full proposal to the DUT 2026 Call Secretariat only.

Submisison of full proposal: After having been informed about the international
funding decision, CVTI SR will require also submission of separate application for
national funding into the national submission platfor;

Additional eligibility criteria for the
funding agency

General eligibility rule:

All expenditures incurred by Slovak project p ts must comply with:

- Programme Slovakia, specifically Priorit Research and Innovation,
of research and innovation

1.1.3: Support for

Trademark and Design Application, t
in a high-impact, indexed scientific journ

- StrategyMng the ERDF, E , FST, and ENRAF 2021-2027

t Application, or the publication of research findings

Eligible costs

. Personnel costs: salaries of researchers, technicians, and support staff employed by the
beneficiary. These must be directly involved in the project. Also eligible are salaries of project
management staff and key positions needed for the project's implementation and coordination.

. Costs of instruments and equipment are included.

° Costs of contractual research, technical know-how, and patents purchased or licensed from

external sources under market conditions, as well as costs of consulting and equivalent services

used exclusively for the purposes of the project.

Ineligible expenses:
. overhead costs
. flat-rate expenses

v
Regarding the eligibility of expenses, we recommend that you thoroughly familiarize yourself with the Guide
to Eligibility of Expenses under the Slovakia Program, as the planned co-financing (if the project is approved)
will be provided through this program. We also recommend that research costs account for at least 30% of
the total budget of applicants from Slovakia.

vith additional info

ww! isr.sk

Additional information

All Slovak applicants are strongly advised to contact the CVTI SR'’s contact points before
submitting their proposals.

As previously mentioned, after having been informed about the international funding
decision, CVTI SR will require also submission of separate application for national funding
into the national submission platform.

The final formal funding decision is made by CVTI SR and only after the project was
recommended for funding by the Partnership.

All funded Slovak entities must ensure that their proposed activities are in accordance
with the national strategic framework, specifically the Strategy for Financing the ERDF,
ESF+, CF, FST, and ENRAF 2021-2027.

Relevant national documents:
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Programme Slovakia, Research and Innovation Strategy for Smart Specialisation of the
Slovak Republic 2021-2027 (SK RIS3 2021+), State Aid Scheme to Support Partnerships
in the Field of Research, Development and Innovation under the Programme Slovakia.

Useful links:

Programme Slovakia

SK RIS3 2021+

Strategy for Financing the ERDF, ESF+, CF, FST, and ENRAF 2021-2027

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises 50% 50% 40%
Medium Enterprises 70% 70% 60%
Small Enterprises 70% 70% 60%
Unlver§|ty colleges, and integrated university 100% 100% 100%
educations

Universities, public research organisations 100% 100% 100%
Public authorities 100% 100% 100%
Associations (and NGOs) without economic 100% 100% 100%
activities

* The funding rates are in accordance with the nati the: Strategy for Financing the

ERDF, ESF+, CF, FST, and ENRAF 2021-202

ic framework, spe
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Slovenia — Slovenian Research and Innovation Agency (ARIS)

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Name: Dr. Suzana Seaptefrati

Contact Point E-Mail: suzana.seaptefrati@aris-rs.si

Tel: + 386 1 400 5911

Funding commitment 0,45 M€
Start and duration of contracting Start: October 2027
phase

Duration: 3 months

Approximate earliest possible

starting date (nationally) 1 October 2027

Anticipated number of projects to

be funded by the funding partner 23
Maximum funding per awarded
project 0.165 M€ per project

ducation institutions and research
IS register of research organizations and

Eligible befieficiary institutions (

Eligibility of a partner as equirements for a project leader of a basic or applied research
beneficiary institution

ARIS register of researchers;

is employed at the Slovenian research organization (applicant) or will be
ployed when signing the grant contract at the latest.

icipating researchers need to be registered at the ARIS register of
researchers and must have available research hours according to the applicable
ARIS rules.

Eligible topic All topics within all three Transition Pathways are eligible with the exception of the
crosscutting topic.

Eligible type of rese ARIS will only fund strategic (basic) research.

All Slovenian applicants at the pre-proposal and full proposal stage are invited to
contact ARIS as the applicant eligibility and proposed budget should be examined
Submission of the (pre)proposal at by ARIS prior to official submission (preferably at least 7 working days before the
the national level deadline for the official submission). The budget approved by ARIS should not be
modified when submitting the pre-proposal and full proposal.

Additional eligibility criteria for the
funding agency
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Eligible costs

Eligible costs for Slovenian partners are:

- personnel costs (including social security, health, pension and other contributions
according to national legislation);

- material costs (travel and meeting costs, consumables, dissemination and knowledge
exchange costs, other costs);

- depreciation costs.

Slovenian teams will be financed as price category A, B, C or D projects. The total sum
of research hours is calculated by dividing the total grant sum by the value of research
full time equivalent for the chosen price category of ject (A, B, Cor D) in
accordance with the national regulation concernin nding of research activities
from the budget of the Republic of Slovenia.

Overhead is calculated up to 25% of all eligi alculated at the level of the

Website with additional information

http://www.aris-rs.si/sl/

http://www.aris-rs.si/

Additional information

ual basis according to the national rules.
0 be submitted according to the national

Financial reporting is carried o
Mid-term and final progress repo
rules.

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises n/a n/a n/a
Medium Enterprises n/a n/a n/a
Small Enterprises n/a n/a n/a
Unlver§|ty colleges, and integrated university n/a n/a n/a
educations
Universities, research organisations 100% n/a n/a
Public authorities n/a n/a n/a
Associations (and NGOs) without economic

T n/a n/a n/a
activities
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Sweden - The Swedish Research Council for Environment, Agricultural Sciences and Spatial
Planning (FORMAS)

(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Bjorn Svensby Kurling, bjorn.svensbykurling@formas.se

Contact Point

Bjorn Wallsten, bjorn.wallsten@formas.se

Maria Rogell, maria.rogell@formas.se

Funding commitment 3,2 m euro (34,5 m SEK)

Start and duration of contracting
phase Start: November 2027

Duration: 4 months*

Approximate earliest possible

N 2027
starting date (nationally) ovember 20

Anticipated number of projects to

be funded by the funding partner Approx. 8-10

Maximum funding per awarded

project 300k Euro if the Main Applicant is Swedish).

Universities,
Eligibility of a partner as a and public orga
beneficiary institution NGOs.

(small, medium and large), private
economic activity?3, public authorities, and

vedish legal entity (have a Swedish organisational number).

Eligible topics Swedish partners in projects that address any of the three

Eligible type of research and i ial\Fesearch/Applied research, Experimental

submit relevant information to Formas. This email will be sent out after the final
meeting of the Call Specific Consortia, in July 2027.

Submission ©
the national lev

Formas’s system Prisma will be open for submitting proposals between the end of July
and September 15.

Swedish applicants in the same project consortium who are invited to submit a full
proposal, must make one single project application in Prisma.

The invitation to Formas’s system Prisma will be sent to the Swedish National Contact
Point in the international consortia.

If a Swedish applicant with economic activity wants to be classified as a small or
medium sized company, they need to submit the document “Model Declaration”,

23 Economic activity is generally defined as any activity consisting of offering goods or services on a given market. If
an organisation falls in the economic activity category, then state aid rules apply. More here: State aid regulations -
for private and public organisations that engage in economic activity - Formas
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completed with asked for information about the relevant company. This document
needs to be submitted to Prisma as a part of the full proposal.

If a Swedish applicant wants to receive de minimis funding, they need to submit a “de
minimis declaration” completed with asked for information about the entity. This
document needs to be submitted to Prisma as a part of the full proposal.

Additional eligibility criteria for the
funding agency

Companies (both privately and publicly owned) that want to be classified as small or
medium sized companies need to submit a “Model Declaration” certifying their size.
This declaration can be found here: Model Declaration relating to the gualification of an
enterprise as an SME.

Applicants for de minimis aid must provide proof of
have received over a specific period of time, here;
stdd.docx (only in Swedish).

ch aid of this type they
s intyg om férsumbart

For multi-party projects, the project partie ify that they will carry out the

Eligible costs

rences, publication costs, etc.
ording to Formas’ rules (see below).

updated our General Terms. For example, the previous
pment has been removed. Indirect costs are now tiered by
ample, higher education institutions use their full cost rates as
h organisations may claim up to 45% of eligible personnel
jects), and all other beneficiaries may claim up to 30%.

igible costs and overheads, consult Formas Terms and
ditions fo Please note that there are two versions of the Terms and

ditions for Grants:

Terms and Conditions for Grants, for projects with only one Swedish partner
Formas generella villkor 2026 - enpartsprojekt.pdf)

erms and Conditions for Grants, for projects with more than one Swedish
partner (Formas generella villkor 2026 - flerpartsprojekt.pdf)

Note that VAT should not be included in the budget figure.

Projects that are granted funding must report all costs in EUR in the international
platform (UDiManager) and in SEK in Formas' national system (Prisma).

For exchange rates in this call, use the historical EUR/SEK exchange rate from the pre-
proposal deadline, as published by Sveriges Riksbank.

Website with additional information

Formas can grant state aid and de minimis aid according to a number of legal bases in
the EU’s state aid rules.

The provisions enabling Formas to provide funding to organisations are contained in
the Swedish Government’s Ordinance (2017:195) on state aid for research and
development and innovation in the environment, agricultural sciences and spatial
planning. This is based on the European Commission’s General Block Exemption
Regulation (GBER) 651/2014 Article 25 and De Minimis Regulation 2023/2831.

Further information is provided via the links below:
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https://formas.se/download/18.49e3a7c91699f4a1c0375f/1776779317750/Projektparters%20godk%C3%A4nnande%20formul%C3%A4r.pdf
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Fformas.se%2Fdownload%2F18.7162ab641936a32d81111fcf%2F1733132571940%2FIntyg%2520g%25C3%25A4llande%2520separerad%2520verksamhet%2520eller%2520underordnad%2520ekonomisk%2520verksamhet.docx&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://formas.se/download/18.67b400fc19b2bf8d8631bdf9/1766063481677/Formas%20generella%20villkor%202026%20-%20enpartsprojekt.pdf
https://formas.se/download/18.67b400fc19b2bf8d8631bdfc/1766063529342/Formas%20generella%20villkor%202026%20-%20flerpartsprojekt.pdf
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- Terms and Conditions for Grants

- State aid rules

All scientific publications resulting from projects funded by Formas must be published
using immediate open access (OA): Stricter requirements for immediate open-access
Additional information publication - Formas

Reports are to be submitted according to the regulations of both the DUT Partnership
and Formas.

(b) Funding rates:

Large Enterprises 100 % 50% (65%) 25% (40%)
Medium Enterprises 100 % 60% (75%) 35% (50%)
[s)

Small Enterprises 100 % 70% (80%) 45% (60%)
University colleges, and integrated university 100 % 100 % 100 %

educations

Universities, public research organisations?* 100 % 100 % 100 %
Public authorities 100 % 100 % 100 %
Associations (and NGOs) without economic 100 % 100 % 100 %
activities

4

e met. Please see page 4-5 in the
gt Formas stédordning.pdf (only in

The higher figures between brackets are applica
following document for an explanation of these te
Swedish)

c) Funding rates according

100 % 100 %

Large Enterprises 100 % ’ ¢
0, 0,

Medium Enterprises 100 % 100 % 100 %
o) 0, 0,

Small Enterprises 100 % 100 % 100 %

24 In order for Formas to grant a research organisation a grant with the support basis “Not State aid” (i.e. 100%
funding), the research organisation as a general rule needs to submit a certificate to this effect. For more information,
please contact Formas contact person.
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https://formas.se/en/start-page/apply-for-funding/terms-and-conditions-for-grants.html
https://formas.se/en/start-page/apply-for-funding/how-it-works/who-can-apply-for-funding/state-aid-regulations----for-private-and-public-organisations-that-engage-in-economic-activity.html
https://formas.se/en/start-page/in-depth-knowledge/news/news/2020-11-26-stricter-requirements-for-immediate-open-access-publication.html
https://formas.se/en/start-page/in-depth-knowledge/news/news/2020-11-26-stricter-requirements-for-immediate-open-access-publication.html
https://formas.se/download/18.7e2f2a1c1884c53980279ac4/1725539582355/St%C3%B6dniv%C3%A5er%20enligt%20Formas%20st%C3%B6dordning.pdf

Switzerland - SNSF
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(a) National/Regional information and eligibility criteria:

Contact Point

Clémence Le Cornec / email: dut@snf.ch

Funding commitment

1800000 CHF (about 1'900’000 EUR, depends on the

Start and duration of contracting
phase

Duration: 1-3 months

Approximate earliest possible
starting date (nationally)

01.09.2027 - 01.01.2028

Anticipated number of projects to
be funded by the funding partner

3-5

Maximum funding per awarded
project

Eligibility of a partner as a
beneficiary institution

ulations and be eligible to SNSF

Eligible topics

Eligible type of research a

nds research conducted for purposes that are not
suant to the Research and Innovation Promotion Act
ork of the SNSF, no research grants are awarded if
dnducted for directly commercial purposes or if the

Submission of the (pr
the national level

Swiss partners must submit pre-proposals and full proposals via mySNF at the same
submission deadline of the consortium application. These submissions are mandatory
and do not replace the submission of the consortium application to the Call Secretariat.

Pre-proposal forms are created by selecting "Projects: Partnership: DUT: Pre-
proposal".

Full-proposal forms are created by selecting "Projects: Partnership: DUT: Full
proposal" and are to be linked to the pre-proposal by selecting its number in the data
container "Relation to pre-proposal".

In case of multiple Swiss partners participating in the same consortium, only
one application is to be submitted on mySNF, whereby one Swiss partner must act as
"corresponding applicant" and the other Swiss partners are to be listed as "other
applicants".

International partners of the consortium applying for funding at different funding
agencies from the SNSF cannot be declared as "project partners” in the sense of article
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https://www.snf.ch/en/97JmAecSwqB12X8m/page/funding/documents-downloads/regulations-funding-regulations
https://www.snf.ch/en/nZgIcM3pAvSR8Oik/page/funding/documents-downloads/regulations-project-funding
https://www.snf.ch/en/nZgIcM3pAvSR8Oik/page/funding/documents-downloads/regulations-project-funding
https://www.mysnf.ch/login.aspx?returnurl=%2fdefault.aspx
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11.2 of the SNSF Funding Regulations. For the submission via mySNF, they are to be
declared as "consortium partners" instead and must apply for their funding at their
respective research funding organisation.

funding agency

Participation of Swiss partners requesting financial support from the SNSF is
restricted to one project (Art.7.3, SNSF Reqgulations on project funding). They may,

Additional eligibility criteria for the [however, participate in other consortia projects as self-financed partners.

Proposals with overlapping funding periods with ongoing SNSF projects are
only approved if the research projects pursue different goals (Article 17 of the SNSF
Funding Regulations)

Eligible costs are outlined in the SNSF Fundin

tions (Art. 28) and the SNSF

General Implementation Regulations (Section

Eligible costs Project overhead costs cannot be appli
research funding acquired by eligible i
Overhead contributions are paid in
SNSF awardees.

calculated on the basis of the
ible funding schemes.
he institutions of the

Website with additional information

Information available at:

- SNSF Funding regu

Additional information

requested.

ds, the SNSF requests the submission of a copy of the

d by all the partners.

ed, observed, generated or reused in the
with the SNSF Open Research Data Policy.

Large Enterprises n/a n/a n/a
Medium Enterprises n/a n/a n/a
Small Enterprises n/a n/a n/a
) ) . ) ) 100% for applied
Unlver§|ty colleges, and integrated university 100% research, 0% for n/a
educations . :
industrial research
100% for applied
Universities, public research organisations 100% research, 0% for n/a
industrial research
Public authorities n/a n/a n/a
Associations (and NGOs) without economic
o n/a n/a n/a
activities
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https://www.snf.ch/en/nZgIcM3pAvSR8Oik/page/funding/documents-downloads/regulations-project-funding
https://www.snf.ch/en/97JmAecSwqB12X8m/page/funding/documents-downloads/regulations-funding-regulations
https://www.snf.ch/en/97JmAecSwqB12X8m/page/funding/documents-downloads/regulations-funding-regulations
https://www.snf.ch/en/97JmAecSwqB12X8m/page/funding/documents-downloads/regulations-funding-regulations
https://www.snf.ch/media/en/B0SWnPsrDCRTaiCx/snsf-general-implementation-regulations-for-the-funding-regulations-e.pdf%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.snf.ch/media/en/B0SWnPsrDCRTaiCx/snsf-general-implementation-regulations-for-the-funding-regulations-e.pdf%22%20/t%20%22_blank
https://www.snf.ch/media/en/lCCrvpOHZ38Hbg5Y/allg_reglement_16_e.pdf
https://www.snf.ch/media/en/B0SWnPsrDCRTaiCx/snsf-general-implementation-regulations-for-the-funding-regulations-e.pdf
https://www.snf.ch/media/en/FuUlveEikmunxb4X/projektfoerderungsreglement-e.pdf
https://www.snf.ch/en/dMILj9t4LNk8NwyR/topic/open-research-data
https://www.snf.ch/media/en/lCCrvpOHZ38Hbg5Y/allg_reglement_16_e.pdf
https://www.snf.ch/media/en/lCCrvpOHZ38Hbg5Y/allg_reglement_16_e.pdf
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Annex B: Data Management

Why the DUT Partnership requires Data Management Plans (DMPs):

The DUT Partnership wishes to promote open, transparent and robust urban and global change research
and innovation/implementation by encouraging more open sharing of research data, leading to wider
data analysis, more data reuse, and the combination of datasets from multiple sources. The DUT
Partnership believes that an increased emphasis on the open sharing of research data has the potential to
stimulate new approaches to the collection, analysis, validation and manageme f data, and to the
transparency of the research process. However, DUT also recognises that not ta can be shared
openly, and that there will be legitimate reasons to constrain access, for e e the risks to the privacy
of individuals must always be considered where data arise from, or are from, personally
identifiable data.

The DUT Partnership considers that the production and impleme

data includes:

e digital information created directly from resear
surveys, measurements, instrumentation and ob
e data resulting from automated or manual data redu nalysis including the inputs and
outputs of simulations and models.

Project specific DMPs should be in accorda
which may vary by subject and disciplinary a ally be open by default,
unless there are legitimate reasons to constra e made available with

minimum time delay, including being discoverak c and search engines. Data with
acknowledged long-term value should be prese g

To enable research data ly reused by others, including those outside the
discipline of origin, sufi d and made openly available to enable other
researchers to understan al of the data. Published results should always

include information on how t a and other research materials. Researchers
should ensure that metadata 0 support research datasets retained for the long-term is sufficient
e understanding of those datasets and thereby minimise
confusion.

ement life cycle for the data to be collected, processed and/or generated
in this Call. As part of making research data findable, accessible,

e the handli arch data during and after the end of the project;

e the types of data, samples, physical collections, software, curriculum materials, and other
materials to be collected, processed and/or generated during the project;

e the standards to be used for data and metadata format and content (where existing standards
are absent or deemed inadequate, this should be documented along with proposed solutions or
remedies);

e policies for broad access and sharing including provisions for appropriate protection of privacy,
confidentiality, security, intellectual property, or other rights or requirements;

e policies and provisions for reuse, redistribution, and the production of derivatives;
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e plans for archiving data, samples, and other research products, and for preservation of access to
them via an institutionally supported repository.

A

DUT Call 2026 Call Text Page 92/98



Driving Urban
Transitions

Annex C: Definitions of strategic and applied
research and innovation

Eligible Topics for Strategic Research: Topics 2 and 3 for all Transition Pathways.
Eligible Topics for Applied Research: All topics.

Eligible Topics for Innovation: All topics.

Desired impact Advance towards Advance towards
answering the the development,
question “How do implementation,
cities really demonstration,
function?”, in a way
that can be ation, and
generalised and a of
to the universal bo approaches for
of knowledge about new products,
cities and serve as a services, policies,
foundati r future practices, and

processes, with
potential for
improving
sustainability in
way that can be cities.
generalised enough to
serve as useful
knowledge for
decision makers and
practitioners.
ighest importance Very important Encouraged
Rigorous scientific Rigorous scientific and | Systematic,
and experimental experimental methods | proven approach
method including including
methodological methodological
advancement advancement

Foundation of work on Encouraged Encouraged Required

evaluation and analysis of

empirical observations

Involvement of stakeholders Involved at least as Involved at least as Directly involved
knowledge co- knowledge co- in the workload
creators/co- creators/co-designers
designers
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Role for applying Urban Encouraged Encouraged Encouraged
Living Labs (see Annex D)

Role for policy research Encouraged Fits well May fit

Valorisation of project results | Provision of insights Provision of insights to | Market potential
to an important an important societal of the project or
societal issue, issue, production of capacity to

respond to a
demand or need

production of useful useful knowledg
knowledge for stakeholders
stakeholders

Background of Expert Panel Knowledgeable researchers fro and RTOs with topic
for project assessment relevant disciplinary backgro
from commercial actors i
authorities, civil societ

relevant stakeholder;

nisations and inno , and other
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Annex D: Urban Living Labs

Projects may employ the approach to R&I called Urban Living Labs (ULL).

The DUT Partnership uses this notion to describe methods, approaches and projects that involve a high
level of stakeholder participation, co-creation, co-production, learning-loops, and experimental
approaches to improve urban life. It is hence an umbrella notion for methodological tools when the
challenge at hand is understood to benefit from or even require experimental approaches and substantial
co-creation between stakeholders and urban actors. Participants in ULLs shouldenthe role of co-creators
to explore, examine, experiment, test and evaluate ideas, scenarios, process stems, concepts and
creative solutions in complex everyday life settings. When more societal f s are involved in a
project, it is aimed to ensure a robust knowledge creation. If successful emented, an ULL helps
promote capacity building through close collaboration between resea icians, business and civil

society in response to challenges in urban settings. As a multi-sta vative approach, it
offers different actors the opportunity to influence and change rough research
and explorative activities that involves interaction and learni . i stainable urban

systems or products employing working methods that in i s and other actors into the
entire development process.

opportunity to research and innovate on a i i day settings as well as to test
hypotheses and elements to pathways towa : ability transformations.

An ULL will typically run for the length of a pro though there are also
examples of longer-term lab settings to which a onnected. After this period data is
collected, knowledge is shaped : fs ng occur whereby, in some
situations, changes in the wi ystematic integration of the outcomes in urban
governance might be ke nd contribution of the ULL to sustainable and
liveable urban transfor:

In general, the ULL concep appli an a stitutionally densify the urban innovation
ecosystems that deal with the ¢ ges in urban areas. All DUT Calls also encouraged
the impleme . e some of their characteristics:

ch, an ULL is transdisciplinary and profoundly integrates
: ademic disciplines but more widely from stakeholders in their everyday

urban set e are those who are or would be affected in an everyday life situation,
with all thei eri pectations available and made useful in the project. Note that this goes

t eved by adding a reference group or panel of so-called users to a
traditional resear n an ULL, stakeholders are deeply and actively involved from the early
stages of the project d the research is by its design open for surprises and learning that originates
from the stakeholders involved. ULLs go beyond occasional and periodic consultation and workshops: the
research process is designed not only to add the results from the various disciplines, but also to connect
them together to form cycles of learning and feedback. This enables more learning for all parties
involved, including non-academic partners, than the simple serial connection of a process from one
discipline being followed by a process from another discipline. An ULL hence involves partners
representing more than one sector of society other than academia, e.g. a municipal government, private
companies and non-governmental organisations. It is a forum for research and discovery, that by the
DUT Call Text design is open for learning and exploration in any direction, between any combination of
participants who consider participation mutually beneficial and where the terminology adopted is inclusive
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and understandable. The learning outcomes should aim to contribute to capacity building on tackling
urban challenges. This is one of the ways in which ULLs aim for long-term value creation and
sustainability after project funding ends.

PURPOSE

The purpose of ULLs is not necessarily to produce new and original knowledge, but to respond to
challenges, create value and explore ways to shape synergies out of urban challenges and achieve
sustainability goals. This may include the recycling or adaptation (i.e. implementation) of already existing
knowledge and innovations and collaboration with its change makers and initiators: scaling across and
capacity building rather than scaling up by streamlining with successfully reali r ongoing projects.

METHOD FOR INNOVATION

While embracing the flexibility, the openness to serendipity, and th i re of working across
disciplines, organisations and sectors, an ULL maintains the rigo aracteristic for
scientific method. Constituted by the appropriate methods, kn
applied facilitate the creation of knowledge which is transla ay contain
activities representing all areas of an urban innovation e
response attentive, and challenge driven; processes an
participant feedback or external circumstances.

LOCATION

An ULL is located right where the process a i take place, in everyday urban
life, typically but not exclusively on a neighbg i outcomes can demonstrate a
clear practical outcome. There are ethical con i it and how. If the ULL
involves digital tools, the reasons for this needs ed and thought of in relation to
context.
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Annex E: Glossary

Co-creation

An approach where heterogeneous actors collaborate to produce knowledge,
instruments, technology, artefacts, policy, know-how, etc.

Innovation

A process in which new ideas (technologies, designs, procedures, etc.), and
combinations of them, bring about changes in (sub)systems like supply chains,
markets, urban regions, etc. This process can be in ntal, radical or even
disruptive.

Interdisciplinarity

ral sciences, social

A collaboration spanning multiple disciplines

Open data

Smart City

vasive and ubiquitous. Cities
are being progressively driven by
; and in which digital technologies
can be used to eff i
by them.

Sustainability

hat economic activity is not
hputs are minimised and that
s cohesive, equitable and inclusive.

Transdisciplinarity

le partners, both academic and non-academic,

morphological perspective: an area encompassing one or more cities
built-up environs, irrespective of local body administrative boundaries,
subject to a minimum built up density threshold and a minimum
pulation size (e.g. clusters of contiguous grid cells of at least 300
nhabitants per km?2 and a minimum population of 5 000).

From a functional perspective: a continuous area including one or several
urban centre(s) and all population settlements in which a significant proportion
of the employed population works in the urban centre(s) or in localities
connected to the urban centre(s).

Urban Living Lab

A forum for innovation, applied to the development of new products, systems,
services, and processes in an urban area; employing working methods to
integrate people into the entire development process as users and co-creators
to explore, examine, experiment, test and evaluate new ideas, scenarios,
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processes, systems, concepts and creative solutions in complex and everyday

contexts.

A
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